
		
			
				Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 269–279	eISSN 1797-2442

				Helsinki 9 October 2026	© Finnish Zoological and Botanical Publishing Board

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Pseuduvaria andamanica (Annonaceae), a new species segregated from P. prainii, with exclusion of P. reticulata from the Andaman Islands, India

				Sukdeb Bera1 & Karthigeyan Kaliyamurthy2,*

				1)	Botanical Survey of India, Southern Regional Centre, TNAU Campus, Lawley Road, Coimbatore-641003, Tamil Nadu, India

				2)	Botanical Survey of India, Central National Herbarium, P.O. Botanic Garden, Howrah-711103, West Bengal, India (*corresponding author’s email: karthigeyan.murthy@gmail.com)

				Received 2 June 2026, final version received 7 Sep. 2026, accepted 7 Sep. 2026

				Bera S. & Karthigeyan K. 2026: Pseuduvaria andamanica (Annonaceae), a new species segregated from P. prainii, with exclusion of P. reticulata from the Andaman Islands, India. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 269–279.

				The present study resolves long-standing taxonomic ambiguities regarding the Anda-man Islands endemic Pseuduvaria prainii (Annonaceae). We treat it as a distinct species characterised by a solitary, cordate, glabrous inner-petal gland, and smooth monocarps. We segregate and describe a new species, P. andamanica Sukd. Bera & Karthig., from the Andaman Islands; it was previously misidentified as P. prainii. The new species can be distinguished by its shorter flowering pedicels, smaller flowers, clawed-triangular inner petals, a bilobed inner-petal gland, sparse to dense pubes-cence, fewer stamens per staminate flower, and shorter monocarp stipes. Additionally, the Southeast Asian P. reticulata, previously reported from the Andaman Islands, is excluded from the flora of India because we could not trace authentic specimens from the Andaman Islands. Detailed descriptions, illustrations and identification keys are provided to facilitate accurate identification.
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				Introduction

				Pseuduvaria is a medium-sized genus in the family Annonaceae (subfamily Malmeoideae, tribe Miliuseae). The genus can be distinguished from its morphologically allied genera Mit-rephora and Orophea by its unisexual flowers (sometimes bisexual), distinctly swollen inner-petal gland (sometimes absent), stamen-like sta-minodes, and (7)16–153 stamens per flower (Su & Saunders 2006). Pseuduvaria currently com-prises 61 accepted species of trees and treelets (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.

			

		

		
			
				org:names:2119-1), and is primarily distributed from Southeast Asia to northern Australia (Su & Saunders 2006, Su et al. 2010, Turner 2015, Bera & Kaliyamurthy 2025). In India, the genus is confined to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and was previously considered to be represented there by three species, P. prainii, P. reticulata and P. rugosa (King 1892, 1893, Mitra 1993, Su & Saunders 2006, Karthigeyan et al. 2011, Turner 2015). Recent floristic exploration resulted in the discovery of a new species, P. livingstoneana (Bera & Kaliyamurthy 2025), from North Anda-man. Despite this addition, the genus remains 
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				poorly resolved in the region, and the present study aims to clarify the taxonomic complexities of Pseuduvaria in the Andaman Islands.

				Material and methods

				Field surveys were conducted across the Anda-man Islands during November–December 2024 and April–May 2025 as part of the revision of the family Annonaceae in India for the Flora of India project. Herbarium specimens were exam-ined at ASSAM, BLAT, BSI, CAL, CALI, DD, KFRI, MH, PBL and TBGT (herbarium acro-nyms according to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). Type mate-rials of relevant species and other significant specimens were consulted at BM, K and L through online databases, as well as via the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (https://www.gbif.org/). Micromorphological observa-tions were carried out using an Olympus SZX7 stereo microscope. Relevant taxonomic literature was critically reviewed, including King (1892, 1893), Merrill (1915), Mitra (1993), Su and Saunders (2006), Karthigeyan et al. (2011), Su et al. (2010), Turner (2015), and Bera and Kaliy-amurthy (2025). The conservation status was assessed following the IUCN Red List Catego-ries and Criteria, v. 3.1 (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria), and the Guidelines for Using the IUCN Red List Catego-ries and Criteria, v. 16 (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/redlistguidelines). GeoCAT soft-ware (https://geocat.iucnredlist.org/) was used to calculate the extent of occurrence (EOO) and the area of occupancy (AOO). The species distribu-tion map was generated using QGIS software v. 3.40.7 (https://www.qgis.org).

				Results

				Resolving the taxonomy of Pseuduvaria prainii

				Pseuduvaria prainii is endemic to the Anda-man Islands. The species holds ethnobotanical importance, as its leaves are traditionally used by the Jarawa indigenous community as a bee 

			

		

		
			
				repellent during honey collection and for body decoration (Sharief & Panda 2016). Despite its cultural and ecological significance, the taxo-nomic identity of P. prainii has long remained unclear. King (1892) first described the species as Mitrephora prainii, based on collections from the Andaman Islands made by David Prain and “King’s Collector”, Hermann H. Kunstler. King (1892) noted that the inner petals are longer and narrower than the outer petals, resembling those of Orophea. However, the presence of numer-ous uvarioid stamens (i.e. anther prolongations overlapping the thecae) and unisexual flowers led him to place the species in Mitrephora. King observed only tetramerous floral arrange-ment but was unable to determine whether this condition was typical or occasional. In a sub-sequent publication, King (1893) provided a detailed illustration of M. prainii in addition to the original description. Merrill (1915) trans-ferred M. prainii to Pseuduvaria, but he could not address its floral morphology.

				On the identity of M. prainii, Su and Saun-ders (2006) suspected that the type collections made by Prain and Kunstler might represent two different species. Based on the illustration in King (1893: plate 158), they interpreted the inner petal gland as ‘m’-shaped, similar to that of Pseuduvaria reticulata, and the monocarps as rugulose, resembling those of P. rugosa. They further considered the reported tetramerous con-dition to be a developmental aberration. Due to the paucity and poor condition of available herbarium material, they were unable to confirm the taxonomic identity of M. prainii and conse-quently treated it as a doubtful species. There-after, Turner (2015) examined a specimen from the Andamans (C.E. Parkinson 438 at K) and argued that the inner petal gland is U- or heart-shaped. He also commented on the aforemen-tioned King’s illustration: “the inner petal gland is U- or heart-shaped and shown, rather confus-ingly, as a white area on the drawing, giving the impression that the gland is represented by the darker, roughly M-shaped area above”. How-ever, Turner (2015) was unable to provide any insight into the monocarp morphology. Until now, no comprehensive study had been under-taken to conclusively resolve the species’ taxo-nomic status. In the present study, we conducted 
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				detailed taxonomic investigations based on fresh collections and examination of herbarium speci-mens, including type specimens, to resolve this long-standing ambiguity.

				During field surveys, we studied P. prainii at two localities in South Andaman. We examined more than 150 flowers from 50 individuals and found that the flowers were trimerous rather than tetramerous, as is typical of Annonaceae. We also examined the inner-petal gland, which is distinctly raised, solitary, cordate and glabrous (Fig. 1E). The stamens are uvarioid (Fig. 1F) and 

			

		

		
			
				numerous (ca. 110 per flower), which is char-acteristic of Pseuduvaria. In immature flowers, we observed that the inner petal margins curve inward (Fig. 1D). Based on this, we infer that the illustration by King (1893: plate 158) was likely based on immature flowers, with the dark areas near the margins representing the incurved petal margins and the cordate white area corresponding to the gland. It is noteworthy that the monocarps are smooth (Fig. 1G) and slightly rugulose when dried. These characters strongly support the rec-ognition of P. prainii as a distinct species within 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 1. Pseuduvaria prainii. — A: Flowering branches. — B: Flowering branch. — C: Sepals and outer petals, abaxial view. — D: Immature inner petal, adaxial view. — E: Mature inner petal, adaxial view. — F: Stamen. — G: Fruit. A–F photographed on 28 April 2025 on South Anda-man, G on October 2025 on Middle Andaman.

			

		

		
			[image: A collage showing various close-up views of green leaves, yellowish-green flowers in different stages of bloom, and clusters of green fruit on a dark background.
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				Pseuduvaria. Furthermore, we critically re-exam-ined the type collections made by Prain and Kunstler and found that both specimens repre-sent P. prainii. A detailed taxonomic description, illustration and photographic plate are provided here to facilitate accurate identification.

				Pseuduvaria prainii (King) Merr. (Figs. 1 and 2)

				Philipp. J. Sci., C 10: 255. 1915. — Mitrephora prainii King, J. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, Pt. 2, Nat. Hist. 61: 88. 1892. — Type: 

			

		

		
			
				India. Andaman Islands, South Andaman, Port Blair, May 1890, G. King s.n. (lectotype, designated by Turner 2015: 285, K, barcode K000574592, image!; isolectotype CAL, accession no.13330!).

				Etymology. The species is named after Dr David Prain (1857–1944), a Scottish botanist, Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, and Director of the Royal Botani-cal Gardens, Calcutta, as well as of the Botanical Survey of India.

				Trees, 5–12 m high. Young branches dark brown to blackish, brownish pubescent, dis-tinctly lenticellate. Leaf laminae elliptic, 14–23 × 5–7 cm, apex acuminate, acumen 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 2. Pseuduvaria prai-nii (A–F from S. Bera & K. Karthigeyan 160392, MH; G photographed on October 2025 on Middle Andaman). — A: Flow-ering twig. — B: Flower. — C: Sepal, abaxial view. — D: Outer petal, abaxial view. — E: Inner petal, adaxial view. — F: Stamen. — G: Fruit..

			

		

		
			[image: A detailed botanical illustration showing a branch with elongated leaves and various close-up views of the plant's flowers, fruit, and seeds with scale bars for size reference.
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				10–15 mm long, margins entire, repand, base cuneate to obtuse, coriaceous, glabrous on both surfaces; midrib compressed, sparsely to densely pubescent adaxially, prominent, pubes-cent abaxially; secondary veins 14–18 pairs, ± arcuate, prominent and sparsely puberulous abaxially; petioles 4–8 × 1.5–2.0 mm, pubes-cent, slightly channelled. Inflorescences solitary and paired, ramiflorous. Flowering peduncles 1–2 mm, densely pubescent. Bracts 2–3 at base, ovate to triangular, 2–3 mm, densely pubescent. Flowering pedicels (15)20–25 mm long, 0.8–1.0 mm in diameter, densely pubescent; sub-median pedicel bracts triangular, ca. 2 × 2 mm long, apex acute-acuminate, margins ciliate, densely pubescent abaxially. Sepals basally con-nate, ovate, 2–3(5) × 3–4(5) mm, apex obtuse, glabrous adaxially, densely pubescent abaxially, margins ciliate. Outer petals obovate-orbicular, 6–10 × 5–7 mm, apex obtuse, spreading, gla-brous with pubescent at margins adaxially, densely pubescent abaxially, margins ciliate, without claws. Inner petals clawed-rhombic to cordate, 16–22 × 7–12 mm, densely pubes-cent on both surfaces, pale yellow; basal claw 9–13 × 1.0–1.2 mm, densely pubescent, claw/inner petal length ratio ca. 0.6; gland solitary, cordate, distinctly raised; apical aperture pre-sent. Flowers unisexual. Staminate flowers with androecium ca. 2 mm long; stamens ca. 110 per flower, apical prolongations overlapping thecae, glabrous. Pistillate flowers not seen. Fruiting peduncles 2–3 × 2–4 mm, pubescent; fruiting pedicels 15–25 mm long, 2–4 mm in diameter, pubescent, woody; monocarps 3–14 per fruit, globose to slightly ellipsoid, 15–18 × 16–20 mm, sparsely puberulous, sur-face somewhat rugulose when dry, apex rounded, greenish when young, greenish blue when ripe; stipes 10–15 × 2–3 mm, puberulous. Seeds ca. 5 per monocarp, reniform, 10–14 × 6–7 mm, surface rugose, glabrous. Flowering December–May, fruiting May–December.

				Distribution and habitats. Sinha (1999) and Jayanthi (2017) recorded P. prainii from Laful on Great Nicobar Island. However, we re-examined these specimens, R.P. Dwivedi 8533 (PBL0000002075, PBL0000002076) and D.K. Hore 7741 (PBL0000002077, PBL0000002078), and found that they represent 

			

		

		
			
				species of Miliusa. Specimens of Pseuduvaria from North Andaman represent an undescribed species, which is described below. We were able to trace specimens of P. prainii only from South and Middle Andaman, in the Andaman Islands (Fig. 3).

				Pseuduvaria prainii is found in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests up to 200 m a.s.l. It is commonly associated with Dipterocarpus spp., Miliusa horsfieldii, M. caudata, Sageraea elliptica, Dasymaschalon dasymaschalum, Oro-phea spp., Diospyros spp., Calamus spp. etc.

				Conservation assessment. The species was globally assessed as Vulnerable (VU) in 1998 by IUCN (https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/33637/9799632#). However, its occurrence in the Nicobar Islands and North Andaman is not supported by current evidence. The con-firmed distribution is limited to South Andaman, extending to Middle Andaman. Therefore, its conservation status requires reassessment. The major threat to P. prainii is habitat loss due to anthropogenic activities such as deforestation for urbanisation, road expansion and commer-cial plantations throughout the Andaman Islands. The estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) is 710 km² and the area of occupancy (AOO) is 36 km². Based on these parameters and the iden-tified threats, we assess the species as Endan-gered (EN), under the IUCN Red List Criteria B1+2a,b(i,ii,iii).

				Specimens examined. India. Andaman Islands, Anda-mans, 1884, Dr. King’s Collector 89 (K000574593, image); South Andaman, Port Blair, May 1890, G. King s.n. (K000574592, lectotype, image; CAL, acc. no. 13330, isolectotype); Andaman, 28 June 1890, Dr. King’s Collec-tor, s.n. (CAL, acc. no. 13332); Andaman, without date, Dr. King’s Collector s.n. (CAL, acc. no. 13332; two specimens mounted on this sheet, S. Andaman, Ranga Chang, April 1891, D. Prain s.n.); S. Andaman, Man-pur Hill Jungle, 23 April 1892, Dr. King’s Collector s.n. (CAL, acc. no. 13335); S. Andaman, Hobdaypur Hill Jungle, 13 August 1892, Dr. King’s Collector s.n. (CAL); Andaman, Mang-lutan, C.E. Parkinson 438 (K003307757, image); Andamans, Long Island, 17 December 1915, C.E. Parkinson 788 (CAL, acc. no. 13329, 13331); South Andaman, Ferrargunj, 19 May 1976, N.G. Nair 3754 (CAL, two specimens); South Andaman, 10 km north from Poona Nallah, 25 July 1976, Bhargava 4239 (CAL, PBL0000002053, PBL0000002054); Rutland Island, 15 August 2004, K. Karthigeyan 5025 (PBL); Kalatang to Madhuban, 19 April 2025, S. Bera & K. Karthigeyan 160371 (MH); Madhuban 28 April 2025, 

			

		

	
		
			
				274	Bera & Karthigeyan: Pseuduvaria andamanica, a new species from India • Ann. BOT. Fennici Vol. 63

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				S. Bera & K. Karthigeyan 160392 (MH); Middle Andaman, Long Islands, near Hudhudy nallah, 5 June 1994, G.S. Lakra 12687 (PBL0000002064, PBL0000002065).

				Discovery of a new species

				During the examination of Annonaceae speci-mens housed at CAL and PBL, we encountered several collections of Pseuduvaria that had been previously identified as P. prainii. Our critical examination, however, revealed that these speci-mens did not match with King’s (1892, 1893) concept of P. prainii. The distinguishing fea-tures include relatively small and narrow leaves, smaller flowers, shorter pedicels, clawed-trian-gular inner petals, a bilobed inner-petal gland with variable pubescence, fewer stamens per staminate flower, and shorter monocarp stipes.

				After a thorough examination of herbarium material and a review of the relevant literature, we concluded that these specimens represented an undescribed taxon. A detailed description, 

			

		

		
			
				illustration and a comprehensive comparison with morphologically similar species (Table 1) are provided to facilitate identification.

				Pseuduvaria andamanica Sukd. Bera & Karthig., sp. nova (Figs. 4 and 5)

				Type: India. Andaman Islands, North Andaman, Paget Island Wildlife Sanctuary, 20 m a.s.l., 12 March 2012, M.Y. Kamble 30591 (holotype PBL, barcode PBL0000029492; iso-type PBL, barcode PBL0000029491). — Paratypes: India. Andaman Islands, North Andaman, Paget Island Wildlife Sanctuary, 3 m a.s.l., 15 March 2012, M.Y. Kamble 30645 (PBL0000029599, PBL0000029600), Paget Island Wild-life Sanctuary, 20 m a.s.l., 12 March 2012, M.Y. Kamble 30586 (PBL0000029481, PBL0000029482); Saddle Peak, Lamia Bay, 28 March 1977, N.P. Balakrishnan 5193 (PBL0000002059, PBL0000002060), Saddle Peak, Lamia Bay to Kalipur, 50 m a.s.l., 1 April 1977, N.P. Balakrishnan 5441 (CAL), Saddle Peak, along Chota Thambu Nallah, 11 May 1982, Vasudeva Rao 8979 (PBL0000002062, PBL0000002063); Smith Island, 8 m a.s.l., 27 February 2013, Venkat Ramana 1232 (PBL0000063155). South Andaman, Havelock Island, Camp No. 5, 24 March 1980, T.A. Rao, S. Chakraborty & R.K. Premanath 7663 (PBL0000002057, 

			

		

		
			[image: A detailed map showing the Andaman and Nicobar Islands with an inset highlighting specific locations marked with red triangles and blue dots representing Pseudovaria prshnii and Pseudovaria andamanica species.
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				Fig. 3. Geographical distribution of Pseuduvaria prainii and P. andamanica in the Andaman Islands, India.
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				PBL0000002058), Havelock Island, 30 m a.s.l., 15 May 1974, R. Ansari 1362 (PBL0000002055, PBL0000002056).

				Etymology. The specific epithet andamanica refers to the Andaman Islands, India, where the species is endemic.

				Diagnosis. Pseuduvaria andamanica is morphologically similar to P. prainii but dif-fers in several traits, including flowering pedi-cels 7–10 mm long (vs. 20–25 mm long in P. prainii), sepals 1.7–1.8 × 1.9–2.2 mm (vs. 2–3(5) × 3–4(5) mm), outer petals orbicular, 2–3 × 2–3 mm (vs. obovate-orbicular, 6–10 × 5–7 mm); inner petal clawed-triangular, ca. 10 × 4–5 mm (vs. clawed-rhombic to cordate, 16–22 × 7–12 mm); inner-petal nectar gland bilobed, sparsely to densely pubescent (vs. cordate, gla-brous), 25–30 stamens per staminate flower (vs. ca. 110 stamens) and monocarp stipes 5–7 mm long (vs. 10–15 mm long).

				Description. Small trees, 5–10 m high. Young branches dark brown to blackish, brown-ish pubescent, distinctly lenticellate. Leaf lami-nae elliptic, 16–20 × 4.5–6.5 cm, apex acumi-nate, acumen 10–20 mm long, margins entire, base cuneate to obtuse, coriaceous, glabrous on both surfaces; midrib compressed and sparsely to densely pubescent adaxially, prominent and glabrous abaxially; secondary veins 14–17 pairs, ± arcuate, prominent and glabrous abaxially; peti-

			

		

		
			
				oles 4–6 × 1.5–2 mm, pubescent when young, later glabrous, narrowly grooved adaxially. Inflo-rescences solitary, axillary, ramiflorous. Flower-ing peduncles inconspicuous. Bracts 2–3 at base. Flowering pedicels 7–10 mm long, 0.4–0.6 mm in diameter, densely pubescent; sub-median pedicel bracts ca. 1 mm long, densely pubescent abaxially, margins ciliate. Sepals basally connate, ovate, 1.7–1.8 × 1.9–2.2 mm, spreading, glabrous adaxially, apex obtuse-acute, densely pubescent abaxially, margins ciliate. Outer petals orbicu-lar, 2–3 × 2–3 mm, apex obtuse, glabrous adaxi-ally, densely pubescent abaxially, margins ciliate, without claws. Inner petals clawed-triangular (to slightly cordate), apex obtuse, ca. 10 × 4–5 mm, densely pubescent on both surfaces, pale yellow; basal claw 4–5 × 0.5–0.8 mm, densely pubes-cent, claw/inner petal length ratio ca. 0.5; gland solitary with distinctly bilobed apex, sparsely to densely pubescent; apical aperture absent. Andromonoecious. Staminate flowers with androecium ca. 1 mm long; stamens 25–30 per flower, apical prolongations overlapping thecae, glabrous. Bisexual flowers with stamens ca. 8 per flower, ca. 0.5 mm long, glabrous; carpels ca. 11 per flower, ca. 1.3 mm long, densely pubescent; stigma capitate with 2–3 folded lobes, glabrous; ovules ca. 6 per carpel, biseriate. Fruiting pedicels 10–12 mm long, 1–3 mm in diameter, pubescent 

			

		

		
			
				Table 1. Comparison of morphological characters of Pseuduvaria andamanica, P. prainii and P. reticulata (data on P. reticulata from Su and Saunders 2006).

					P. andamanica	P. prainii	P. reticulata

				Size of leaf	16–20 × 4.5–6.5 cm, 14–23 × 5–7 cm,	14–27(31) × 3–9(12) cm,

					acumen 10–20 mm long	acumen 10–15 mm long	acumen 4–20 mm long

				Inflorescences	solitary	solitary or 2-flowered	clustered, 5–20-flowered

				Flowering pedicel length	7–10	(15)20–25	(7)12–50

				(mm)

				Sepals	1.7–1.8 × 1.9–2.2 mm,	2–3(5) × 3–4(5) mm,	ca. 1.5 × 1.2 mm,

					apex acute to obtuse	apex obtuse	apex obtuse

				Outer petals	orbicular, 2–3 × 2–3 mm	obovate-orbicular, (ovate-)elliptic,

					6–10 × 5–7 mm	1.5–4 × 1.5–3.5 mm

				Inner petals	clawed-triangular (–slightly	clawed-rhombic to cordate,	clawed-cordate,

					cordate), ca. 10 × 4–5 mm	16–22 × 7–12 mm	5–10 × 3–5.5 mm

				Inner-petal nectar gland	bilobed, sparsely to densely	cordate, glabrous	“m”-shaped, pubescent

					pubescent

				Number of stamens per	25–30	ca. 110	31–55(62)

				staminate flower

				Fruiting pedicel length (mm)	10–12	15–25	(12)20–45

				Stipe length (mm)	5–7	10–15	3–15
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				with erects hairs; monocarps 1–4 per fruit, glo-bose to slightly ellipsoid, 15–18 × 13–16 mm, sparsely puberulous, surface somewhat rugu-lose, apex rounded, greenish when young; stipes 5–7 × 2–3 mm, puberulous. Seeds not seen. Flowering March–April, fruiting April–May.

				Distribution and habitat. Pseuduvaria anda-manica is currently known from four sites within the Andaman Islands: Havelock Island in South Andaman and Paget Island, Smith Island and Saddle Peak (Lamiya Bay) in North Andaman (Fig. 3). Field notes indicate that the species 

			

		

		
			
				inhabits inland evergreen forests, occurring at elevations up to 50 m a.s.l. Both our attempts to collect living material were unsuccessful.

				Conservation assessment. Havelock Island and Saddle Peak (Lamiya Bay) are well-known tourist destinations, and we observed deforesta-tion due to road expansion and urbanisation everywhere in the Andaman Islands. Therefore, habitat loss is inferred to be a major threat to the survival of P. andamanica. The estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) is 2186 km2 and the area of occupancy (AOO) is approximately 24 km². 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 4. Pseuduvaria anda-manica (A—F from the holotype; G from para-type PBL0000029600). — A: Flowering twig. — B: Flower. — C: Sepal, abax-ial view. — D: Outer petal, abaxial view. — E: Inner petal, adaxial view. — F: Stamen. — G: Carpel. — H: Fruit.

			

		

		
			[image: Detailed botanical illustration showing a branch with three elongated leaves and various magnified views of flower and seed structures with scale bars for size reference.
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				Considering its restricted distribution and the ongoing decline in habitat quality, the species is provisionally assessed as Endangered under the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria EN B1ab(i,ii,iii)+2ab(i,ii,iii).

				Notes on the occurrence of Pseuduvaria reticulata in India

				Pseuduvaria reticulata is widely distributed from Bangladesh to western Malesia (Su & Saun-

			

		

		
			
				ders 2006, https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:74964-1#distributions). The species is distinguished by its clustered inflorescences (5–20 flowers), 12–50 mm long pedicels, and a characteristic ‘m’-shaped, pubes-cent inner-petal gland (Su & Saunders 2006).

				Su and Saunders (2006) included P. reti-culata in the Indian flora based on Hamilton 279 (BM; Fig. 6) from the Andaman Islands. We examined these specimens (BM000614174, BM000614175) and they had solitary inflores-cences with short pedicels, quite different from 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 5. Holotype of Pseu-duvaria andamanica. © Botanical Survey of India, Indian Virtual Her-barium. Reproduced with permission.

			

		

		
			[image: A pressed botanical specimen of a branch with several elongated leaves attached to a white background with labels and a color scale on the side.
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				the clustered inflorescences with long pedicels of P. reticulata. The specimens likely repre-sent P. andamanica, based on similar leaf size (13–20 × 3.0–5.5 cm) and solitary inflores-cences with short pedicels (8–10 mm).

				Subsequently, Karthigeyan et al. (2011) reported P. reticulata from Rutland Island, South Andaman. However, the published descrip-tion, illustration and examination of the cited specimen Karthigeyan 5025 (PBL) indicate that it has solitary or paired inflorescences and a cordate, glabrous inner-petal gland, consistent with P. prainii. We were unable to trace any herbarium specimens from India that can be 

			

		

		
			
				confidently assigned to P. reticulata, despite a thorough survey of the major Indian herbaria (ASSAM, BLAT, BSI, CAL, CALI, DD, KFRI, MH, PBL and TBGT). Therefore, the species is here excluded from the Indian flora.

				Specimen images seen. Indonesia. Java, Anon. [?J.C. van Hasselt] s.n. (L0038157, lectotype). Sumatra, Gunung Leuser Nature Reserve, W.J.J.O. de Wilde & B.E.E. de Wilde Duyfjes 14422 (L0046873), 14562 (K003307985), 14586 (K003307988), 18935 (K003307986, L0046867); adjacent to the S and SW parts of the Gunung Leuser National Park, W.J.J.O. de Wilde & B.E.E. de Wilde-Duyfjes 20834 (L004673). Borneo, Korthals s.n. (L0038158, L0038159, L0046723).

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 6. Pseuduvaria anda-manica, specimen Hamil-ton 279 (BM000614174) from the Andaman Islands. © The Natural History Museum, London. Repro-duced with permission.
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				Key to Pseuduvaria species in India (Anda-man & Nicobar Islands)

				1. Inflorescences clustered (3–6), each with 1–2 flowers, inner petal without gland  ................................ P. rugosa

				1. Inflorescences solitary or paired, inner petal with gland  ... 2

				2. Sepals not spreading at anthesis, inner petal dark purple with horizontal, ellipsoid gland  ......... P. livingstoneana

				2. Sepals spreading at anthesis, inner petal pale yellow with vertical, cordate or bilobed gland  ................................ 3

				3. Flowering pedicels 15–25 mm long, inner-petal gland cor-date, glabrous, ca. 110 stamens per staminate flower  .....	 ......................................................................... P. prainii

				3. Flowering pedicels 7–10 mm long, inner-petal gland bilobed, sparsely to densely pubescent, 25–30 stamens per staminate flower  ............................... P. andamanica
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Bera S. & Karthigeyan K. 2026: Pseuduvaria andamanica (Annonaceae), a hew species segregated
from P prainii, with exclusion of P. reticulata from the Andaman Islands, India. — Ann. Bot. Fennici
63:269-279.

The present study resolves long-standing taxonomic ambiguities regarding the Anda-
man Islands endemic Pseuduvaria prainii (Annonaceae). We treat it as a distinct
species characterised by a solitary, cordate, glabrous inner-petal gland, and smooth
monocarps. We segregate and describe a new species, P andamanica Sukd. Bera &
Karthig., from the Andaman Islands; it was previously misidentified as P. prainii. The
new species can be distinguished by its shorter flowering pedicels, smaller flowers,
clawed-triangular inner petals, a bilobed inner-petal gland, sparse to dense pubes-
cence, fewer stamens per staminate flower, and shorter monocarp stipes. Additionally,
the Southeast Asian P. reficulata, previously reported from the Andaman Islands, is
excluded from the flora of India because we could not trace authentic specimens from
the Andaman Islands. Detailed descriptions, illustrations and identification keys are
provided to facilitate accurate identification.

Introduction

Pseuduvaria is a medium-sized genus in the
family Annonaceac (subfamily Malmeoideae,
tribe Miliuseae). The genus can be distinguished
from its morphologically allied genera Mit-
rephora and Orophea by its unisexual flowers
(sometimes bisexual), distinctly swollen inner-
petal gland (sometimes absent), stamen-like sta-
minodes, and (7)16-153 stamens per flower (Su
& Saunders 2006). Pseuduvaria currently com-
prises 61 accepted species of trees and treelets
(https://powo.science kew.org/taxon/urn:1sid:ipni.

org:names:2119-1), and is primarily distributed
from Southeast Asia to northern Australia (Su
& Saunders 2006, Su et al. 2010, Turner 2015,
Bera & Kaliyamurthy 2025). In India, the genus
is confined to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and was previously considered to be represented
there by three species, P. prainii, P. reticulata and
P. rugosa (King 1892, 1893, Mitra 1993, Su &
Saunders 2006, Karthigeyan ef al. 2011, Turner
2015). Recent floristic exploration resulted in the
discovery of a new species, P livingstoneana
(Bera & Kaliyamurthy 2025), from North Anda-
man. Despite this addition, the genus remains

ORCID: SB 0009-0002-7674-2740, KK 0000-0001-5948-0203
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