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				Sonerila taynguyenensis Dinh, C.H. Nguyen & C.W. Lin (Melastomataceae) is described as a new species from the Central Highlands of Vietnam. It is morphologi-cally similar especially to S. montana in its erect habit, ovate-lanceolate leaves and the presence of gland-tipped trichomes on the pedicels and hypanthium. It can, however, be readily distinguished by having a quadrangular to obtusely quadrangular stem (vs. terete), acrodromous to subacrodromous venation (vs. pinnate), larger petals up to 16 × 7 mm (vs. up to 9.5 × 6 mm) and 7–8 mm long anthers (vs. ca. 6.5 mm). Sone-rila taynguyenensis is also compared with S. tenue. Based on the available data and following the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria, S. taynguyenensis is tentatively assessed as Least Concern (LC).
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				The Central Highlands of Vietnam support high levels of species diversity and endemism, largely due to the varied habitats and climatic condi-tions. The flora of this region is notably distinct from that of other parts of mainland Southeast Asia (Averyanov et al. 2003). In recent years, the Melastomataceae has become an increas-ingly important family in studies of tropical montane diversity in Southeast Asia. Continued botanical exploration in the Central Highlands and surrounding areas has led to the discovery 

			

		

		
			
				of numerous new species, with many more still under investigation (Lin et al. 2022, Nguyen et al. 2024a, b, 2026).

				Sonerila, established by Roxburgh (1820: 180), is one of the most species-rich genera within the tribe Sonerileae of the Melastomata-ceae. It comprises 212 currently accepted species (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:331970-2#children). Species of Sonerila are defined by having 3-merous flowers, 1- or 2-pored apical anthers, and stamens with-
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				out a distinct connective (Renner et al. 2001, Chen & Renner 2007). Most species are small herbs or subshrubs displaying highly variable morphological traits, where subtle characters, such as specific types of indumentum, play a key role in distinguishing taxa (Sae Wai & Hu 2023). According to recent studies, approximately 17 species occur in Vietnam (Nguyen et al. 2024a, b, 2025, 2026).

				As part of our continued study of Sonerila in Vietnam, we conducted field surveys in Decem-ber 2024 and January 2026 across several prov-inces of the Central Highlands and discovered an unidentified species. Detailed examination of both field-collected material and herbarium specimens, together with a review of relevant literature (Cho et al. 2016, Dang et al. 2016, Shin et al. 2020, Phonepaseuth et al. 2021, Sae Wai & Hu 2023, Nguyen et al. 2024a, b, 2025, 2026), confirmed that it was an undescribed spe-cies.

				Measurements in the descriptions are based on type specimens, living plants and in situ observations gathered across more than five field trips to the Central Highlands. In total, we docu-mented over five separate populations compris-ing hundreds of mature individuals. Voucher specimens are deposited in SGN, LE and VNF (herbarium acronyms according to Index Her-bariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). Morphological terminology follows Beentje (2016) and the conservation assessment is based on the IUCN criteria and categories (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria).

				Sonerila taynguyenensis Dinh, C.H. Nguyen & C.W. Lin, sp. nova (Figs. 1–3)

				Type: Vietnam. Gia Lai Province, Dak Rong Commune, primary and secondary evergreen broad-leaved forest, at 1140 m a.s.l., around point 14°30′18.4″ N 108°23′11.4″ E, 2 March 2025, Dinh Quang Diep, Van Quoc Nguyen, KB 230 (holotype SGN). — Paratypes: Vietnam. Lam Dong Province, Son Dien Commune (formerly Di Linh District, Gia Bac Village), 1000–1100 m a.s.l., 29 October 2024, L. Averyanov, Nguyen Van Canh, T. Maisak, AL3436 (LE, barcode LE01255301, http://re.herbariumle.ru/01255301; barcode LE01277986, http://re.herbariumle.ru/01277986); Gia Lai Province, Kbang Commune, 1400 m a.s.l., around 

			

		

		
			
				point 14°20′09.3″ N 107°54′07.4″ E, 18 January 2026, Cuong Huu Nguyen, Nam Van Duong (VNF, barcode NHC 20260118006).

				Etymology. The specific epithet taynguyenensis refers to Tây Nguyên (the Central Highlands of Vietnam), acknowl-edging the species’ broad distribution across numerous local-ities within this region.

				Diagnosis. Sonerila taynguyenensis resem-bles S. montana in its erect habit, ovate-lanceo-late leaves and gland-tipped trichomes covering the pedicels and hypanthium. However, it is dif-ferent in its stem and peduncle being quadrangu-lar or obtusely quadrangular (vs. terete), venation acrodromous or subacrodromous (vs. pinnate), as well as by its larger petals up to 16 × 7 mm (vs. up to 9.5 × 6 mm) and anthers that are 7–9 mm long (vs. ca. 6.5 mm). All characters of S. montana are based on Wai and Hu (2023).

				Description. Terrestrial, perennial herbs. Stems erect or ascending, rooting at lower nodes when procumbent, few to multi-branched, vina-ceous to olive green, quadrangular or obtusely quadrangular on cross section, up to 30 cm tall, internodes 1–6(12) cm long, 1.5–2 mm in diam-eter, usually shorter on distal branches, cov-ered with minute glandular trichomes (< 0.1 mm long), and sparsely to moderately hirsute by up to 3 mm long trichomes. Leaves opposite, decussate, isomorphic, in size unequal or sube-qual in each pair, horizontal or nearly so; petiole subterete, grooved above, purplish-red, brown to olive green, 5−15(20) mm long, 0.8−1.5 mm in diameter, densely covered with minute glandular trichomes (< 0.1 mm long), and sparsely white pilose-hirsute or hirsute by trichomes 0.5–2 mm long (rarely absent); leaf blades chartaceous, symmetrical, elliptic-lanceolate, elliptic, ovate to ovate-lanceolate, 2–8 × 1.3–3(4.2) cm, base attenuate, acute to rounded, apex attenuate to obtuse-acute, margin serrulate, with each tooth apically scabrous, adaxially emerald green to dark green, sometimes with grey zones along primary veins, waxy, glabrous or sparsely to moderately setose by scabrescent to scabrous, up to 2 mm long trichomes; abaxially pale green to vinaceous, glabrous to the naked eye (only sparse minute glandular trichomes along veins, trichomes < 0.1 mm long), sparsely hir-sute by trichomes along veins (rarely absent); venation acrodromous or nearly so, comprising 
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				Fig. 1. Sonerila taynguyenensis (from the holotype). — A and A’: Flowering branches. — B and B’: Portion of leaf, adaxial surface. — B’’: Portion of leaf, abaxial surface. — C: Portion of stem and petioles. — D and E: Hypanthium close-up. — F–I: Different trichomes in indumentum of reproductive structures. — J and J’: Flower, frontal and side views. — K–K’’’: Stamens, frontal and side views. — L: Bracts. — M–M’’: Hypanthiums. — N: Vertical section of ovary. — O: Old capsule.
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				Fig. 2. Sonerila taynguyenensis (B–J from the holotype). — A: Flowering plant in natural habitat (photographed at Dak Rong Commune on 2 March 2025). — B: Flowering plant. — C: Flowering branches. — D and E: Leaves, adaxial and abaxial surfaces. — F: Stem, petioles and portions of leaf. — G: Inflorescences. — H: Flowers, frontal and side views. — I: Stamens. — J: Vertical section of ovary.

			

		

		
			[image: Various close-up views of a flowering plant with green leaves, purple and white flowers, roots, and detailed shots of flower parts and stems against different backgrounds.
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				one basal and one suprabasal pair of primary veins; midrib shallowly grooved above, second-ary veins flat. Bracts inconspicuous, triangular-lanceolate, 0.5−0.7 mm long, brownish-pink to pinkish-green. Inflorescence terminal or axillary on upper leaf axils, a simple scorpioid cyme, erect or ascending, 3–7(11)-flowered; pedun-cles quadrangular or obtusely quadrangular, (0.7)1.8–3.5 cm long, pink to brownish-red, or olive green tinged red, with dense, minute glan-dular trichomes up to 0.1 mm long, and white pilose-hirsute by 0.5–1 mm long trichomes (rarely absent). Flowers 3-merous; pedicels pink, brownish-red to olive green, 2–5 mm long, 

			

		

		
			
				covered with minute glandular trichomes, and sparsely white pilose-hirsute or hirsute by longer trichomes (rarely absent). Hypanthium cylin-drical to cylindrical-obconical, brownish-pink to olive green tinged pink, 4.5–6.5 mm long, ca. 3 mm in diameter, 3-sided, slightly 6-ribbed, covered with minute glandular trichomes up to 0.1 mm long, and hirsute or sparsely white hirsute-pilose by longer, glandular trichomes (rarely absent), trichomes 0.5–1 mm long; part of hypanthium free from ovary ca. 2.5 mm long. Calyx lobes 3, dusky pink to pale olive green, triangular, slightly keeled, 1.5–2 × 2–2.5 mm, connate into a torus, apex acute; each lobe 

			

		

		
			[image: A collage showing a flowering plant with purple flowers and yellow centers growing in a natural setting, alongside close-up views of its leaves, stem, and a cross-section of its fruit or seed.
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				Fig. 3. Sonerila taynguye-nensis (B–G from para-type NHC 20260118006). — A: Flowering plant in natural habitat (photo-graphed at Kbang Com-mune, Gia Lai Province, 19 January 2026). — B: Flowering plant. — C: Leaves, adaxial and abax-ial surfaces. — D: Leaf, adaxial surface. — E: Leaf, abaxial surface. — F: Stem and petioles. — G: Cross section of ovary.
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				with an obtusely acute-angled narrowly trian-gular external tooth (ca. 0.5 mm long). Petals 3, pink, oblong-ovate to oblong-elliptic, slightly oblique, (9)12–16 × (4)5–7 mm, abaxial surface with sparsely glandular-hirsute by scattered tri-chomes along midvein (rarely absent), trichomes 0.5–1 mm long. Stamens 3, isomorphic, gla-brous; filaments white to pinkish-white, slightly flattened, 7–10 mm long; anther yellow, nar-rowly lanceolate, acuminate, curved ventrally, 7–9 mm long, deeply cordate at base, with two pores at apex. Ovary 2.2–3 mm long, 3-locular; ovary crown 0.8–1.2 mm high, margin minutely denticulate; ovules numerous. Style filiform, white to pinkish-white, 13–17 mm long; stigma obscurely capitate. Fruit cupuliform capsule, ca. 5 × 3 mm. Seeds not seen (all fruits seen immature or senescent). Flowering and fruiting from October to March.

				Distribution and habitat. Sonerila taynguye-nensis is currently known only from Gia Lai Province (Kon Ka Kinh National Park) and Lam Dong Province (Lac Duong Commune and Son Dien Commune) in the Central Highlands of Vietnam. It appears to be confined to a limited area within this region. It grows in primary and secondary evergreen broad-leaved forests on steep mountain slopes, in moist, humus-rich soils at elevations of 1000–1700 m a.s.l., typi-cally in deep shade. It is locally common.

				Proposed conservation status. Based on both official specimen records and our additional unvouchered field observations across the Cen-tral Highlands, the species is fairly widespread in various protected and unprotected sites. Given that these habitats face no significant anthropo-genic pressures in the foreseeable future, we pre-liminarily assess its conservation status as Least Concern (LC).

				Leaf shape and indumentum of S. taynguye-nensis are highly variable. The adaxial leaf sur-face, for instance, ranges from glabrous to mod-erately scabrous-setose. This variation occurs not only among different populations but also among neighbouring individuals. Despite this variability, several characters remain useful for identification. Under magnification, the stems and petioles are moderately to densely covered with glandular trichomes. The trichomes are usu-ally suberect and curved. The venation is acro-

			

		

		
			
				dromous to subacrodromous, with two pairs of secondary veins, the peduncles are quadrangular or nearly so, and the petals are glandular-hirsute along the midrib on the abaxial surface.

				In addition to S. montana (see Diagnosis above), S. taynguyenensis resembles S. tenue, but can be distinguished from it by having quadrangular to obtusely quadrangular stems (vs. terete); glabrous abaxial leaf surfaces, sometimes sparsely hirsute along veins (vs. with sparse, strigose hairs along veins); venation with one basal and one suprabasal pair of pri-mary veins (vs. 3–5 main veins arising from the base); hypanthium sparsely hirsute or hirsute-pilose with glandular trichomes (vs. glabrous to the naked eye); and abaxially glandular-hirsute petals along the midvein (vs. glabrous). All char-acters of S. tenue are based on Wai and Hu (2023).
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Sonerila taynguyenensis Dinh, C.H. Nguyen & C.W. Lin (Melastomataceae) is
described as a new species from the Central Highlands of Vietnam. It is morphologi-
cally similar especially to S. monfana in its erect habit, ovate-lanceolate leaves and the
presence of gland-tipped trichomes on the pedicels and hypanthium. It can, however,
be readily distinguished by having a quadrangular to obtusely quadrangular stem
(vs. terete), acrodromous to subacrodromous venation (vs. pinnate), larger petals up to
16 X 7 mm (vs. up to 9.5 X 6 mm) and 7-8 mm long anthers (vs. ca. 6.5 mm). Sone-
rila taynguyenensis is also compared with S. fenue. Based on the available data and
following the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria, S. taynguyenensis is tentatively

assessed as Least Concern (LC).

The Central Highlands of Vietnam support high
levels of species diversity and endemism, largely
due to the varied habitats and climatic condi-
tions. The flora of this region is notably distinct
from that of other parts of mainland Southeast
Asia (Averyanov ef al. 2003). In recent years,
the Melastomataceae has become an increas-
ingly important family in studies of tropical
montane diversity in Southeast Asia. Continued
botanical exploration in the Central Highlands
and surrounding areas has led to the discovery

of numerous new species, with many more still
under investigation (Lin ef al. 2022, Nguyen
et al. 2024a, b, 2026).

Sonerila, established by Roxburgh (1820:
180), is one of the most species-rich genera
within the tribe Sonerileae of the Melastomata-
ceae. It comprises 212 currently accepted species
(https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:
ipni.org:names:331970-2#children). Species of
Sonerila are defined by having 3-merous flowers,
1- or 2-pored apical anthers, and stamens with-
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