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				Lectotypes are designated for the names Spiraea gracilis Maxim. and S. parvifolia Bertol. (Rosaceae) using an illustration published with the protologue and a specimen preserved at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, respectively. These lectotypifications maintain the current taxonomic concept of the names and are based on a detailed examination of the protologues and original type material.

			

		

		
			
				The genus Spiraea (Rosaceae) currently com-prises 114 accepted species (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:325874-2#children). They are distributed pre-dominantly in the northern temperate regions (Lu & Crinan 2003, Zhang et al. 2024) with the highest diversity occurring in East Asia; China alone harbours ca. 70 species (Lu & Crinan 2003, Zhang et al. 2023).

				In India, there are ca. 38 species of Spiraea, of which 31 occur in the Himalaya (Purohit & Panigrahi 1991, 2025, Dar & Khuroo 2020, Mao & Dash 2020). As part of our ongoing taxonomic revision of the family Rosaceae in the Kashmir Himalaya, our nomenclatural scrutiny revealed that two names had not been typified. Spiraea gracilis Maxim. occurs in the Western Himalaya in Pakistan, India and Nepal (Purohit & Pani-grahi 1991, 2025), and S. parvifolia Bertol. is its synonym. We address their typification issues here and designate a lectotype for both names.

			

		

		
			
				We consulted the relevant literature and pro-tologues (Loddiges 1829, Bertoloni 1864, Max-imowicz 1879) and examined type materials deposited at CAL, K and MH (herbarium acro-nyms according to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). The ICN arti-cles cited in the manuscript refer to the Madrid Code (Turland et al. 2025).

				Spiraea gracilis Maxim.

				Trudy Imp. S.-Peterburgsk. Bot. Sada 6: 200. 1879. — Spi-raea vacciniifolia G. Lodd., Bot. Cab. 15: 1403. 1828, hom. illeg., non D. Don (1825). — Lectotype (designated here): Botanical Cabinet 15: t. 1403. 1829. (Fig. 1).

				Spiraea parvifolia Bertol., Mem. Reale Accad. Sci. Ist. Bologna ser. 2, 4: 312. 1864, non Raf. (1838) nec Benth. (1840). — Lectotype (designated here): India. Jammu & Kashmir, Kishtwar, 5–8000 ft., T. Thomson s.n. (K, bar-code K003282426, image!, Fig. 2; isolectotypes: K, barcode K003282427, image!, barcode K003282428, image!, barcode K003282429, image!, MH, barcode MH00233261, image!).
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				Maximowicz (1879) cited S. vacciniifolia and S. parvifolia as synonyms of S. gracilis. Both cited names are illegitimate later homo-nyms. Spiraea vacciniifolia G. Lodd. is a homo-nym of S. vacciniifolia D. Don (1825), thus S. gracilis serves as a replacement for the former 

			

		

		
			
				name (Turland et al. 2025: Arts. 6.11, 6.13). In the protologue of S. vacciniifolia, Loddiges (1828) provided the illustration cited above and stated that the plant had been raised in Loddi-ges’ Nursery, Hackney, London, in 1824 from seeds received from Nepal. As a result of our 
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				Fig. 1. Lectotype of Spi-raea gracilis Maxim. Illus-tration in The Botanical Cabinet 15(1): t. 1403. 1829. Image retrieved from the Biodiversity Heritage Library, https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/91650#page/6/mode/1up.
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				search for original material, no specimens were found to exist, making the published illustration the only known original material (Turland et al. 2025: Art. 9.4). It appears that the description in the protologue was solely based on the living plant. According to Article 9.2 (Turland et al. 2025), mere inclusion of an illustration in the protologue does not by itself constitute the des-ignation of the holotype. Hence, the published illustration t. 1403 in the protologue of S. vacci-niifolia is designated here as the lectotype of S. 

			

		

		
			
				vacciniifolia, for which S. gracilis is the replace-ment name.

				Spiraea parvifolia is currently treated as a synonym of S. gracilis (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:742452-1). In the protologue, Bertoloni (1864) wrote “Sp. chamædrifolia Hook.fil. et Thoms. Pl. sicc,*. Frut. Habui ex Kisthtwor ad altitudinem 5-8 mill. pedum in regione temperata”. Purohit and Panigrahi (1991) provided the type details and listed the herbaria where the original specimens 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Spi-raea parvifolia Bertol. © Trustees of The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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				were deposited but did not designate a lectotype for the name. According to Stafleu and Cowan (1976, https://www.sil.si.edu/DigitalCollections/tl-2/browse.cfm?vol=1#page/250), Bertoloni’s type specimens are deposited in BOLO. We contacted that herbarium, but they have no speci-mens of S. parvifolia. Thus, our attempts to trace the original material were extended, and we were able to locate four specimens in K and one in MH, in addition to the illustration published by Bertoloni (1864) as part of the protologue. All these specimens bear the same annotation “Herb. Ind. Or. | Hook. fl & Thomson| Spiraea chamædrifolia L.| Herb. Kishtwar| Regio. Temp| alti. 5–8000 ft.| Coll. T.T|”, which is concordant with the protologue. Thus, they are regarded as syntypes (Turland et al. 2025: Arts. 9.6, 40 note 3). The specimen housed at K with the barcode K003282426 is well preserved and features most of the diagnostic characters provided in the pro-tologue, viz. ovate-elliptic leaves with margins that are crenate towards apex and an obtuse-round base, and inflorescences in lax corymbs. Hence, the K003282426 is designated here as the lectotype, and the remaining specimens, three at K (K003282427, K003282428, K003282429) and one at MH (MH00233261) are isolectotypes (Turland et al. 2025: footnote to Art. 9.4(b)).
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Lectotypes are designated for the names Spiraea gracilis Maxim. and S. parvifolia
Bertol. (Rosaceae) using an illustration published with the protologue and a specimen
preserved at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, respectively. These lectotypifications
maintain the current taxonomic concept of the names and are based on a detailed
examination of the protologues and original type material.

The genus Spiraea (Rosaceae) currently com-
prises 114 accepted species (https://powo.
science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:
325874-2#children). They are distributed pre-
dominantly in the northern temperate regions
(Lu & Crinan 2003, Zhang et al. 2024) with the
highest diversity occurring in East Asia; China
alone harbours ca. 70 species (Lu & Crinan
2003, Zhang et al. 2023).

In India, there are ca. 38 species of Spiraea,
of which 31 occur in the Himalaya (Purohit &
Panigrahi 1991, 2025, Dar & Khuroo 2020, Mao
& Dash 2020). As part of our ongoing taxonomic
revision of the family Rosaceae in the Kashmir
Himalaya, our nomenclatural scrutiny revealed
that two names had not been typified. Spiraea
gracilis Maxim. occurs in the Western Himalaya
in Pakistan, India and Nepal (Purohit & Pani-
grahi 1991, 2025), and S. parvifolia Bertol. is
its synonym. We address their typification issues
here and designate a lectotype for both names.

We consulted the relevant literature and pro-
tologues (Loddiges 1829, Bertoloni 1864, Max-
imowicz 1879) and examined type materials
deposited at CAL, K and MH (herbarium acro-
nyms according to Index Herbariorum, https://
sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). The ICN arti-
cles cited in the manuscript refer to the Madrid
Code (Turland ef al. 2025).

Spiraea gracilis Maxim.

Trudy Imp. S.-Peterburgsk. Bot. Sada 6: 200. 1879. — Spi-
raea vacciniifolia G. Lodd., Bot. Cab. 15: 1403. 1828, hom.
illeg., non D. Don (1825). — LectotypE (designated here):
Botanical Cabinet 15: t. 1403. 1829. (Fig. 1).

Spiraea parvifolia Bertol., Mem. Reale Accad. Sci. Ist.
Bologna ser. 2, 4: 312. 1864, non Raf. (1838) nec Benth.
(1840). — LEecrotype (designated here): India. Jammu &
Kashmir, Kishtwar, 5-8000 ft., 7. Thomson s.n. (K, bar-
code K003282426, image!, Fig. 2; isolectotypes: K, barcode
K003282427, image!, barcode K003282428, image!, barcode
K003282429, image!, MH, barcode MH00233261, image!).
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