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				Mishra A.K. & Wagh V.V. 2026: Lectotypification of five names in Rhynchosia (Fabaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 49–56.

				In the course of our taxonomic studies of the genus Rhynchosia (Fabaceae), we reviewed the typification status of the names of all species known from India. We found that the typification of five species names was problematic. Accordingly, we typify here the names Rhynchosia beddomei Baker, R. bracteata Benth. ex Baker, R. arvensis Benth. ex Baker, R. himalensis Benth. ex Baker and R. pulverulenta Stocks.
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				The genus Rhynchosia, commonly known as snoutbeans, belongs to the Fabaceae, tribe Pha-seoleae and subtribe Cajaninae (Lackey 1981). It is the largest genus in the subtribe and cur-rently comprises 257 accepted species worldwide (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:326398-2#children). The species are mainly distributed across tropical and subtropical regions, with the highest diversity in Africa and Madagascar (Schrire 2005, Turner 2011). In India, Rhynchosia is represented by twenty-five species, one variety and one subspecies, including seven endemics (Sanjappa 1992). Approximately 60% of the species occur in the Eastern Ghats (Gamble 1928, Pullaiah & Sri Ramamurty 2000). During our revision of the genus Rhynchosia in India, we identified five validly published names that required typification. To ensure nomenclatural stability, we designate lectotypes for R. beddomei Baker, R. bracteata Benth. ex Baker, R. arvensis Benth. ex Baker, R. himalensis Benth. ex Baker and R. pulverulenta Stocks, based on detailed analysis of the protologues and original material.

			

		

		
			
				The protologues (Stocks 1852, Baker 1876) were thoroughly reviewed, and original material was examined across various herbaria, including BM, BR, BSD, BSI, CAL, DD, E, F, HAL, JE, K, L, LWG, M, MEL, MH, P, US and ZT (accessed virtually, in person or through correspondence; herbarium acronyms follow Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). The lec-totypifications are provided here in accordance with Article 9.3 of the Madrid Code (ICN; Tur-land et al. 2025).

				Rhynchosia beddomei Baker

				in Hooker, Fl. Brit. India 2: 222. 1876. — Lectotype (designated here): India. Andhra Pradesh, Cuddapah Hills [Kadapa], R.H. Beddome 258 (K, barcode K000900367, digital image!, Fig. 1). — Isolectotype: BM (barcode BM000958652, digital image!).

				Rhynchosia beddomei was described by Baker (1876), but he did not provide specific collection details that would allow unequivocal 
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				identification of a single specimen to serve as the holotype. He only mentioned that the type was based on material collected by R.H. Beddome and that the locality was the Western Peninsular region, specifically the Cuddapah Hills, India. We conducted a thorough examination of major herbaria likely to house Beddome’s collections and identified two relevant herbarium specimens housed at K (barcode K000900367) and BM (barcode BM000958652). Both specimens are consistent with the protologue and are therefore syntypes under Art. 9.6 of the ICN. Of these, the specimen K000900367 is the better preserved with the most complete set of diagnostic fea-

			

		

		
			
				tures as described in the protologue. Therefore, following Art. 9.3 and Art. 9.12 of the ICN, we select K000900367 as the lectotype. Conse-quently, the specimen BM000958652 is treated as an isolectotype.

				Rhynchosia bracteata Benth. ex Baker

				in Hooker, Fl. Brit. India 2: 225. 1876. — Lectotype (designated here): Myanmar. Prome, Yenangyaung et Taong Dong Country, 1826, Wallich Cat. No. 5554 (K, barcode K000900405, digital image!, Fig. 2). — Isolec-totypes: BM (barcode BM000958653, digital image!); E (barcode E00301619, digital image!, barcode E00301620, 
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				Fig. 1. Lectotype of Rhyn-chosia beddomei Baker (K000900367). © The Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK
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				digital image!); K (barcode K001121273, digital image!, barcode K001121275, digital image!, barcode K001121276, digital image!, barcode K001121277, digital image!, barcode K001121274, digital image!); P (barcode P027499183, digi-tal image!, barcode P027499184, digital image!); L (barcode L0649893, digital image!).

				The name Dolichos bracteatus was first pub-lished as a nomen nudum by Wallich (1831), under catalogue number 5554. Later, George Bentham annotated the specimen and placed the species in Rhynchosia, but that transfer was not validly published either, lacking both a formal description and type designation. Only 

			

		

		
			
				Baker (1876) formally described and validated the name R. bracteata, attributing the name to Bentham. In the protologue, Baker (1876) cited Dolichos bracteatus Wall. Cat. No. 5554 and gave the following localities: “Upper Gangetic Plain, near Benares, Madden; Birma: Prome, Jenanghaen and Tsong-dong, Wallich.”

				A thorough search for original mate-rial associated with Wallich Cat. No. 5554 revealed eleven specimens collected by Wal-lich and bearing that number, originating from two regions: India (Uttar Pradesh: Gorakhpur) and Myanmar (Prome, Jenanghaen, Tsong-
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				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Rhyn-chosia bracteata Benth. ex Baker (K000900405). © The Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK
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				dong). The specimens are housed at BM, E, K, L and P, bearing the following barcodes (from Myanmar): BM000958653, E00301619, K001121273, K000900405, K001121275, K001121276, K001121277; (from India, Gora-khpur): E00301620, K001121274, P027499183, L0649893, P027499184. Among these, the spec-imen K000900405, housed at K, is the best preserved and most complete. It bears charac-ters described in the protologue, particularly the rotundate to rhomboidal-cuspidate leaflets and the linear lower calyx lobe that exceeds the calyx tube but remains shorter than the corolla, fea-tures characteristic of R. bracteata. Therefore, we designate K000900405 as the lectotype, and the remaining specimens listed above that bear the same catalogue number and originate from the same gathering are to be treated as isolectotypes.

				Rhynchosia arvensis Benth. ex Baker

				in Hooker, Fl. Brit. India 2: 222. 1876. — Lectotype (desig-nated here): Myanmar. Prome, Yenangyaung et Taong Dong Country, 1826, Wallich s.n. 5576 (K, barcode K001121328, digital image!, Fig. 3). — Isolectotype: K (barcode K000900366, digital image!). — Accepted name: Rhyncho-sia bracteata Benth. ex Baker.

				The name Cajanus candicans was listed by Wallich (1831) under catalogue number 5576, based on his own collections. However, the name lacked a description or diagnosis, render-ing it a nomen nudum. Bentham annotated the specimen as Rhynchosia arvensis, but this com-bination was not validly published either. That combination was validated by Baker (1876), who cited Cajanus candicans Wall. Cat. No. 5576 as the basionym and attributed the name to Bentham. In the protologue, Baker (1876) cited the type locality as “Burma: Prome, Yenang-yaung, and Taong Dong Country,” but did not provide a detailed description of where the origi-nal material was housed.

				To locate the original material corresponding to Cajanus candicans, we conducted a thor-ough search of major herbaria housing Wal-lich’s collections. We succeeded in tracing two specimens at K matching the Wallich catalogue number 5576 and with the locality given in the protologue: barcode K001121328 and barcode 

			

		

		
			
				K000900366. Both specimens are complete and well preserved, and match precisely with Baker’s original description of R. arvensis. The speci-men K001121328 bears characters noted in the protologue: the leaflets are densely tomentose on the lower surface, the calyx teeth distinctly long, approximately 3–4 times the length of the calyx tube, and the pods densely hairy and non-septate. These characters are consistent with the original species concept as described by Baker (1876) and serve to distinguish R. arvensis from closely allied taxa. Accordingly, we select the specimen K001121328 as the lectotype and the specimen K000900366 is an isolectotype.

				Rhynchosia himalensis Benth. ex Baker

				in Hooker, FI. Brit. India 2: 225. 1876. — Lectotype (designated here): India. Kamoan & Garhwal, 1852, R. Strachey & J.E. Winterbottom s.n. (K, barcode K000900397, digital image!, Fig. 4). — Isolectotypes: BM (barcode BM012564283, digital image!); BR (barcode BR0000029505746, digital image!).

				The combination Rhynchosia himalensis was initially proposed but never validly pub-lished by Bentham, based on specimens col-lected by R. Strachey and J.E. Winterbottom during their botanical exploration in the western and central Himalayas in 1852. The name was validated by Baker (1876), who attributed the name to Bentham and provided a brief diagno-sis. In the protologue, Baker cited the collecting localities as “Western and Central Himalaya, alt. 3–7000 ft.; Hazara, Simla, Garhwal, Kumaon & c.” No herbarium specimen was cited, nor was there a detailed reference to collectors or herbarium accession numbers. To identify the original material used in Baker’s description, we conducted an extensive search of herbaria known to house Strachey and Winterbottom’s collections. We found three herbarium specimens collected by them in 1852 from the western Himalaya region, all of which can be traced back to the localities cited in the protologue. These specimens are at K (barcode K000900397), BM (barcode BM012564283) and BR (barcode BR0000029505746). All three sheets bear origi-nal collector information and locality annotations corresponding to Baker’s protologue, making 
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				them syntypes under Art. 9.6 of the ICN (Turland et al. 2025). Among the syntypes, the specimen K000900397 is the most complete and best pre-served. It displays key diagnostic features that align precisely with Baker’s concept of the spe-cies, including floral structures and broadly ovate terminal leaflets with an acuminate apex and dense indumentum. We hereby designate speci-men K000900397 (K) as the lectotype. The spec-imens BM012564283 and BR0000029505746 are from the same gathering and fulfil the criteria for original material, so they are isolectotypes.

			

		

		
			
				Rhynchosia pulverulenta Stocks

				in Hooker’s J. Bot. Kew Gard. Misc. 4: 147. 1852. — Lectotype (designated here): Pakistan. Jemidar Ka Landa, near Kurrachee, Scinde [Sindh], 1851, J.E. Stocks 658 (K, barcode K000900390, digital image!, Fig. 5). — Isolec-totypes: K (barcode K000900391, digital image!; barcode K000900389, digital image!).

				Rhynchosia pulverulenta was validly pub-lished by Stocks (1852) based on his own col-lections made in the region historically referred to as “Scinde” and “Lower Beloochistan,” now 
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				Fig. 3. Lectotype of Rhyn-chosia arvensis Benth. ex Baker (K001121328). © The Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK
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				part of modern-day Pakistan. In the protologue, Stocks briefly described the species and indi-cated its locality as “HAB. Hills of Scinde and Lower Beloochistan, No. 658.” However, he did not designate a holotype or specify an herbarium where the material was deposited. Our search of relevant herbaria, particularly K, where many of Stocks’ collections are preserved, led to the discovery of three specimens directly linked to the original material. All specimens bear the name Rhynchosia pulverulenta, were collected by J.E. Stocks from “Hills of Scinde and Lower Beloochistan”, and bear the collection number 

			

		

		
			
				658 and the collecting year 1851. The well-pre-served specimens K000900390 and K000900391 are on one sheet and with the floral and veg-etative structures. The specimen K000900389 is slightly less complete but it bears the same data and identification.

				Among the three syntypes, K000900390 is the best preserved and most complete. It has the critical diagnostic features matching the spe-cies as originally described by Stocks (1852), including the distinctive pulverulent (powdery) indumentum on the stems and leaf undersides, floral structures and leaflet morphology consist-
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				Fig. 4. Lectotype of Rhyn-chosia himalensis Benth. ex Baker (K000900397). © The Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK
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				ent with the original diagnosis and complete label data that verify its provenance and gather-ing. We select specimen K000900390 as the lec-totype; K000900391 and K000900389 are thus isolectotypes.
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				Fig. 5. Lectotype of Rhynchosia pulverulenta Stocks (K000900390). © The Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK

			

		

	
		
			
				56	Mishra & Wagh: Lectotypification of five names in Rhynchosia • Ann. BOT. Fennici Vol. 63

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Gamble J.S. 1928: Flora of the Presidency of Madras, vol. 1. — Adlard & Son Ltd., London, https://www.biodiver-sitylibrary.org/item/62042#page/7/mode/1up.

				Lackey J.A. 1981: Tribe Phaseoleae. — In: Polhill R.M. & Raven P.H. (eds.), Advances in legume systematics, part 1: 301–327. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

				Pullaiah T. & Sri Ramamurthy K. 2000: Flora of Eastern Ghats, hill ranges of south East India, vol. 2 (Legumino-sae). — Regency Publications, New Delhi.

				Sanjappa M. 1992: Legumes of India. — Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun.

				Schrire B.D. 2005: Rhynchosia. — In: Lewis G., Schrire B., Mackinder B. & Lock M. (eds.), Legumes of the world. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

				Stocks J.E. 1852: Rhynchosia pulverulenta. — Hooker’s Journal of Botany and Kew Garden Miscellany 4: 147, https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/6322#page/1/

			

		

		
			
				mode/1up.

				Turland N.J., Wiersema J.H., Barrie F.R., Gandhi K.N., Gravendyck J., Greuter W., Hawksworth D.L., Her-endeen P.S., Klopper R.R., Knapp S., Kusber, W.-H., Li D.-Z., May T.W., Monro A.M., Prado J., Price M.J., Smith G.F. & Zamora Señoret J.C. (eds.) 2025: Interna-tional Code of nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Madrid Code). — Regnum Vegetabile 162, https://www.iaptglobal.org/_functions/code/madrid.

				Turner B.L. 2011: Taxonomic overview of Rhynchosia (Fabaceae) in the New World. — Phytologia Memoirs 12: 1–95.

				Wallich N. 1831: Numerical list of dried specimens of plants in the East India Company’s Museum collected under the superintendence of Dr. Wallich of the Company’s Botanic Garden at Calcutta. — East India Company, London, https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/1917.

			

		

	OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
			
			


		
		
		Page List


			
						49


						50


						51


						52


						53


						54


						55


						56


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


			


		
	

OEBPS/image/Mishra37744-F2.jpg
AR
E
b 1867

S

T






OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/image/3.png





OEBPS/image/Mishra37744-F1.jpg
7 f
9774 |

Q
I}
-]
g
=)
E3
3
@
g
2
3
-3

YN TR

§






OEBPS/image/Mishra37744-F5.jpg
b

"ROYAL BOTANC!

| llllllll\l\ll\‘l“\ﬂ

pansasai ybukdoo

§% MY o o

» ! Ao ersen
2 ~ 5
; L enicer K Lanie, near Kurrache, K
\ W Scinde, J. E. Stocks, 1851.
’ » v v
- = = r

e |

;
4 1 mim Tmac GARDENS KEW .
‘
i
V4 L et
e

-






OEBPS/image/Mishra37744-F4.jpg
&
2
g
£
8

=
=3
=3
—
=
=

=

i






OEBPS/image/Mishra37744-F3.jpg





OEBPS/image/1.png
Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 49-56
Helsinki 27 March 2026

elSSN 1797-2442

© Finnish Zoological and Botanical Publishing Board

Lectotypification of five names in Rhynchosia (Fabaceae)

Ajay K. Mishra'? & Vijay V. Wagh'#*

Y Plant Diversity, Systematics and Herbarium Division, CSIR-National Botanical Research
Institute, Lucknow 226001, Uttar Pradesh, India (*corresponding author’s e-mail: vijay.wagh.

nbri@csir.res.in)

2 Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research (AcSIR), Ghaziabad 201002, Uttar Pradesh,

India

Received 16 July 2025, final version received 29 Jan. 2026, accepted 29 Jan. 2026

Mishra A.K. & Wagh V.V. 2026: Lectotypification of five names in Rhynchosia (Fabaceae). — Ann.

Bot. Fennici 63: 49-56.

In the course of our taxonomic studies of the genus Rhynchosia (Fabaceae), we
reviewed the typification status of the names of all species known from India. We
found that the typification of five species names was problematic. Accordingly, we
typify here the names Rhynchosia beddomei Baker, R. bracteata Benth. ex Baker, R.
arvensis Benth. ex Baker, R. himalensis Benth. ex Baker and R. pulverulenta Stocks.

The genus Rhynchosia, commonly known as
snoutbeans, belongs to the Fabaceae, tribe Pha-
seoleac and subtribe Cajaninae (Lackey 1981).
It is the largest genus in the subtribe and cur-
rently comprises 257 accepted species worldwide
(https://powo.science kew.org/taxon/urn:1sid:ipni.
org:names:326398-2#children). The species are
mainly distributed across tropical and subtropical
regions, with the highest diversity in Africa and
Madagascar (Schrire 2005, Turner 2011). In India,
Rhynchosia is represented by twenty-five species,
one variety and one subspecies, including seven
endemics (Sanjappa 1992). Approximately 60%
of the species occur in the Eastern Ghats (Gamble
1928, Pullaiah & Sri Ramamurty 2000). During
our revision of the genus Rhynchosia in India,
we identified five validly published names that
required typification. To ensure nomenclatural
stability, we designate lectotypes for R. beddomei
Baker, R. bracteata Benth. ex Baker, R. arvensis
Benth. ex Baker, R. himalensis Benth. ex Baker
and R. pulverulenta Stocks, based on detailed
analysis of the protologues and original material.

The protologues (Stocks 1852, Baker 1876)
were thoroughly reviewed, and original material
was examined across various herbaria, including
BM, BR, BSD, BSI, CAL, DD, E, F, HAL, JE, K,
L, LWG, M, MEL, MH, P, US and ZT (accessed
virtually, in person or through correspondence;
herbarium acronyms follow Index Herbariorum,
https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). The lec-
totypifications are provided here in accordance
with Article 9.3 of the Madrid Code (ICN; Tur-
land ef al. 2025).

Rhynchosia beddomei Baker

in Hooker, Fl. Brit. India 2: 222. 1876. — LECTOTYPE
(designated here): India. Andhra Pradesh, Cuddapah Hills
[Kadapa], R.H. Beddome 258 (K, barcode K000900367,
digital image!, Fig. 1). — IsoLectroryPE: BM (barcode
BMO000958652, digital image!).

Rhynchosia beddomei was described by
Baker (1876), but he did not provide specific
collection details that would allow unequivocal
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