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				Viciani D., Viviani I. & Lastrucci L. 2026: Typification of six names published by Stéphen Sommier from Siberia. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 27–36.

				We propose the typification of six names validly published by Stéphen Sommier and based on specimens collected during his trip to Siberia along the Ob River in 1880. The names are Polygonum aviculare var. rostratum Sommier, Pyrola rotundifolia var. marginata Sommier, Stachys palustris var. macrantha Sommier, Stellaria graminea f. diffusa Sommier, Thalictrum flavum var. laxum Sommier and Thalictrum polygynum Sommier. The proposed lectotypes are deposited at FI.

			

		

		
			
				Stéphen (Stefano) Sommier (1848–1922) was an Italian botanist, ethnographer, geographer and photographer. He collected plants extensively in Italy and other parts of Europe (Viciani et al. 2024, 2025). In 1880, he undertook an exten-sive journey from Italy to the mouth of the Ob River, collecting plants along the river and in other parts of Siberia crossed during the trip. The results of this botanical exploration were reported in several publications (Sommier 1890, 1892, 1893a, 1893b, 1896a, 1896b) and summarised in Flora dell’Ob inferiore (Som-mier 1896c). In these papers, Sommier described more than twenty new taxa (species, varieties and forms) and the specimens were deposited in Herbarium Centrale Italicum of Florence (Tuscany, central Italy); in some cases, he sent material to taxonomic specialists (Viciani et al. 2025). To mark the 100th anniversary of Som-mier’s death, the Natural History Museum of the University of Florence, in collaboration with 

			

		

		
			
				the Department of Biology, has undertaken a series of studies to reconstruct the routes of his exploratory journeys and re-examine his collec-tions. This work is the first contribution to the study of type specimens of taxa described by Sommier based on specimens collected during his Ob River journey.

				The typification was carried out in accord-ance with the rules and guidelines set out in the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants (ICN), which was adopted in Madrid in 2024 (Turland et al. 2025). Herbarium codes follow Index Herbariorum (https://sweet-gum.nybg.org/science/ih/). To locate the original material collected by Sommier during his travels in Siberia, we carried out an herbarium survey, mainly in FI, the main herbarium where Som-mier deposited the specimens he collected during his explorations (HUH-Index of Botanists 2013). In addition, we consulted the online databases of H, G and US as suggested by Stafleu and Cowan 
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				(1985), as well as those of BR, DS and E. For specimen identification, we used, if available, specific taxonomic monographs (Hand 2001) or more general references such as Malyschev (2003, 2004, 2006) and Tutin et al. (1972, 1993), along with other references cited in the text. We consulted POWO (http://www.plantsoftheworl-donline.org/), Catalogue of Life (https://www.catalogueoflife.org/), WFO (https://wfoplantlist.org/) and IPNI (http://www.ipni.org/) for nomen-clatural issues and synonymy. The correspond-ence between the original site names used by Sommier in his papers and on the herbarium labels, and the current ones, is based on Viciani et al. (2025). In the type citations below, the cur-rent geographical names are given, when known, in square brackets.

				Polygonum aviculare var. rostratum Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 80. 1893. — Lectotype (designated here; Fig. 1): Russia. Siberia. Ad mare Obiense, in insula Balscioi Puikova, 26 August 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00786379). — Remaining syntype: Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob, Or-niol (Balscioi nos) [Sale-mal], ultimum promontorium ripae dexterae, 5 September 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00786380). — Accepted name: Polygonum volchovense Tzvelev.

				The protologue consists of a short diagno-sis; the indication “Orn., B. Puik” is also given and refers to the localities where plants of var. rostratum were observed, i.e., Orniol [Orn.] and Balsciaia Puikova [B. Puik.], a promontory and an island, both located in the estuarine area of the Ob River (Sommier 1893a). In the introduc-tion, Sommier (1893a) noted that he had col-lected plants along the banks of the Ob River. Consequently, in his work he cited more than one gathering, which constitute syntypes under Art. 9.6 of the ICN. A lectotype is therefore designated here in accordance with Art. 9.12 of the ICN.

				The herbarium sheet (Fig. 1) contains two specimens, both belonging to the original mate-rial, as their labels bear the same geographi-cal information as provided in the protologue. The specimen on the left is associated with a 

			

		

		
			
				handwritten label containing detailed morpho-logical notes, suggesting that Sommier based the description of the new variety on this specimen. Because of its correspondence with the proto-logue, we designate the specimen on the left (FI-HCI-00786379) as the lectotype. According to the keys in Malyschev (2003), both specimens represent Polygonum volchovense, as indicated by the presence of petiolate, sometimes opposite leaves and the length of the perianth.

				Pyrola rotundifolia var. marginata Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 73. 1893. — Lectotype (designated here; Fig. 2): Russia. Siberia. Ad mare Obiense, Nijni ostrof (Jun Salè), 30 August 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00154553). — Accepted name: Pyrola rotun-difolia L. subsp. rotundifolia.

				A short diagnosis in the protologue points out the similarity between this variety and Pyrola chlorantha. The collecting locality is on the island of Nijni Ostrof [Nij. ostr.], near the mouth of the Ob River. The variety was reported as growing in peaty soils.

				The specimen is preserved at FI under the name Pyrola rotundifolia and consists of a single herbarium sheet (Fig. 2). The notation on the specimen label corresponds to that given in the protologue. The sheet contains four specimens and an envelope containing fruits. No informa-tion on nomenclatural validity or synonymy was found in the online databases consulted, and Malyschev (2006) did not provide any infor-mation in Flora of Siberia. Even if the variety resembles P. chlorantha, as previously noted by Sommier (1893a, 1896c), primarily due to the sepal shape the specimens can be referred to the P. rotundifolia complex, in accordance with the criteria outlined by Křísa (1972) and Malyschev (2006). Two subspecies of P. rotun-difolia are currently accepted: subsp. rotundifo-lia and subsp. maritima (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:331846-1#children). The lectotype can be identified as subsp. rotundifolia, primarily based on the pres-ence of two cauline leaves and the shape of the sepals.
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				Stachys palustris var. macrantha Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 77. 1893. — Lectotype (des-ignated here; Fig. 3): Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob, Siomin-ski jurti [Ishvary]– insula ubi Knias Artanzief, 30 July 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00067855). — Accepted name: Stachys palustris L.

				The protologue briefly focuses on the diag-nostic characters of calyx and corolla and cites 

			

		

		
			
				a single collecting locality, an island near Siom-inski [Siom.]. The specimen designated here as the lectotype was preserved at FI in the Stachys palustris folder. The sheet contains a single, well-preserved specimen bearing flowers and, at the bottom, a small envelope containing floral parts (Fig. 3). A handwritten note provides infor-mation on distinctive characteristics of the plant, which are also mentioned in the protologue. No references to this variety were found in the 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 1. Herbarium sheet showing, on the left, the lectotype of Polygonum aviculare var. rostra-tum (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00786379) and, on the right, another speci-men (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00786380) belonging to the original material.
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				online databases consulted. The specimen was identified as Stachys palustris using the dichoto-mous keys in Malyschev (2006).

				Stellaria graminea f. diffusa Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 57. 1893. — Lectotype (designated here; Fig. 4): Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob inferius, ripa dextera, infra Obdorsk [Salekhard], Inter Oxar et Sumatniol, 66°39´ lat. bor., 24 August 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00717799; isolectotype FI! qrcode 

			

		

		
			
				FI-HCI-00717798). — Accepted name: Stellaria graminea L. var. graminea.

				In the protologue, Sommier (1893a) com-pared this form with Stellaria palustris, referring to the morphology of sepals, bracts, leaf margins and petals. He cited three collecting localities: Obdorsk (right bank of the river), Malaia Puik-ova (island) and Orniol (promontory on the right bank of the Ob near the estuary). We located only the specimen collected in Obdorsk in FI. 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Pyrola rotundifolia var. margi-nata (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00154553).
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				The label of this specimen (FI-HCI-00717799), designated here as the lectotype, bears the same description given in the protologue (Fig. 4). The second specimen (FI-HCI-00717798) is a dupli-cate, collected at the same locality on the same date, and is therefore an isolectotype under Art. 9.4 of the ICN. We found no references to S. graminea f. diffusa in the online databases consulted. According to Chater and Heywood (1993), despite its similarities with S. palustris, this form represents S. graminea, as already 

			

		

		
			
				noted by Sommier (1893a). Both S. graminea and S. palustris were collected by Sommier along the Ob River, and the collected specimens are preserved at FI.

				Thalictrum flavum var. laxum Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 47. 1893. — Lectotype (des-ignated here; Fig. 5): Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob, ripa dextera, loco dicto “Porosoi”inter mal. et balsc. Atlim [Malyi 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 3. Lectotype of Stachys palustris var. macrantha (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00067855).

			

		

		
			[image: A plant with a long stem and leaves is displayed in a book.

AI generated content]
		

	
		
			
				32	Viciani et al.: Typification of six names published by Stéphen Sommier • Ann. BOT. Fennici Vol. 63

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Atlym], 21 July 1880, S. Sommier s.n., Clariss. Freyn vidit (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00390592). — Remaining syntype: Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob, Siominski jurti [Ishvary]. Insula ubi Knias Artanzief, 30 August 1880, S. Sommier s.n., Clar-iss. Freyn vidit (FI! qrcode FI-HCI-00390595). — Accepted name: Thalictrum flavum L. subsp. flavum.

				In the protologue, Sommier (1893a), after a brief description of the diagnostic characters of the leaves and flowers of this new variety, noted its resemblance to Thalictrum polygynum, 

			

		

		
			
				described in the same work. The protologue cites two collecting localities: Porosoi [Por.], on the right bank of the river, and an island at Siomin-ski [Siom].

				The lectotype (FI-HCI-00390592) consists of a single leafy shoot bearing flowers and fruits, placed on the left-hand side of the her-barium sheet (Fig. 5). Another specimen (FI-HCI-00390595), on the right and also represent-ing original material, was collected at a different 

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 4. Lectotype of Stella-ria graminea f. diffusa (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00717799).
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				locality and bears a label reading “Thalictrum flavum L. ad formam laxam mihi!”. Hand (2001) treated T. flavum var. laxum as a heterotypic synonym of T. flavum. Despite citing Sommier’s protologue, Hand did not mention any herbarium specimens that could be associated with the type. We found no references to T. flavum var. laxum in Akeroyd (1993) or Malyschev (2004), or in the online nomenclatural databases consulted. Based on the floral characters reported by Maly-schev (2004), the specimens can be identified as 

			

		

		
			
				T. flavum, thus confirming the synonymy pro-posed by Hand (2001).

				Thalictrum polygynum Sommier

				Nuovo Giorn. Bot. Ital. 25(2): 46. 1893. — Lectotype (des-ignated here; Fig. 6): Russia. Siberia. Ad flumen Ob–Irtish. Samàrova [Khanty-Mansiysk], in sylvis ripae dexterae, 18 July 1880, S. Sommier s.n. (FI! on two sheets, qrcodes FI-HCI-00391823 and FI-HCI-00391824). — Accepted name: Thalictrum minus L. subsp. minus.

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 5. Herbarium sheet containing, on the left, the lectotype of Thalictrum flavum var. laxum (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00390592) and, on the right, another specimen (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00390595) belong-ing to the original material.
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				The lectotype consists of two sheets. The first sheet (FI-HCI-00391823) contains the main portion of a leafy stem bearing fruit, a detached leaf and the main label in Sommier’s handwriting (Fig. 6). The second sheet (FI-HCI-00391824) comprises a large portion of a leafy stem and handwritten notes by Som-mier, with a detailed description of the plant (Fig. 7). Hand (2001) treated T. polygynum as a heterotypic synonym of T. minus subsp. 

			

		

		
			
				elatum, but did not cite any type material. How-ever, T. minus subsp. elatum was regarded as a synonym of T. minus subsp. minus by Akeroyd (1993) and was not mentioned by Malyschev (2004). Using the identification key in Hand (2001) and based on the characters of the fruits and anthers, we attribute Sommier’s specimen to T. minus subsp. minus, which Malyschev (2004, as T. minus s. stricto) reported from the Siberian territory.

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 6. First sheet of the lectotype of Thalictrum polygynum (FI, qrcode FI-HCI-00391823).
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Viciani D., Viviani |. & Lastrucci L. 2026: Typification of six names published by Stéphen Sommier
from Siberia. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 27—-36.

We propose the typification of six names validly published by Stéphen Sommier and
based on specimens collected during his trip to Siberia along the Ob River in 1880.
The names are Polygonum aviculare var. rostratum Sommier, Pyrola rotundifolia var.
marginata Sommier, Stachys palustris var. macrantha Sommier, Stellaria graminea f.
diffusa Sommier, Thalictrum flavum var. laxum Sommier and Thalictrum polygynum
Sommier. The proposed lectotypes are deposited at FI.

Stéphen (Stefano) Sommier (1848—1922) was an
Italian botanist, ethnographer, geographer and
photographer. He collected plants extensively
in Italy and other parts of Europe (Viciani ef al.
2024, 2025). In 1880, he undertook an exten-
sive journey from Italy to the mouth of the
Ob River, collecting plants along the river and
in other parts of Siberia crossed during the
trip. The results of this botanical exploration
were reported in several publications (Sommier
1890, 1892, 1893a, 1893b, 1896a, 1896b) and
summarised in Flora dell’Ob inferiore (Som-
mier 1896c¢). In these papers, Sommier described
more than twenty new taxa (species, varieties
and forms) and the specimens were deposited
in Herbarium Centrale Italicum of Florence
(Tuscany, central Italy); in some cases, he sent
material to taxonomic specialists (Viciani et al.
2025). To mark the 100th anniversary of Som-
mier’s death, the Natural History Museum of
the University of Florence, in collaboration with

the Department of Biology, has undertaken a
series of studies to reconstruct the routes of his
exploratory journeys and re-examine his collec-
tions. This work is the first contribution to the
study of type specimens of taxa described by
Sommier based on specimens collected during
his Ob River journey.

The typification was carried out in accord-
ance with the rules and guidelines set out in the
International Code of Nomenclature for algae,
fungi and plants (ICN), which was adopted in
Madrid in 2024 (Turland et al. 2025). Herbarium
codes follow Index Herbariorum (https://sweet-
gum.nybg.org/science/ih/). To locate the original
material collected by Sommier during his travels
in Siberia, we carried out an herbarium survey,
mainly in FI, the main herbarium where Som-
mier deposited the specimens he collected during
his explorations (HUH-Index of Botanists 2013).
In addition, we consulted the online databases of
H, G and US as suggested by Stafleu and Cowan
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