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				Parthiban A., Rasingam L. & Sandhya Deepika D. 2026: Justicia balakrishnaniana (Acanthaceae), a new species from Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 5–8.

				Justicia balakrishnaniana Parthiban, Rasingam & D. Sandhya Deepika (Acanthaceae) is described and illustrated as a new species from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India. It is morphologically allied to J. ekakusuma due to similarities in the inflores-cence and bracteoles, but differs in its decumbent growth habit, stems that root at the lower nodes, 5-lobed calyx, fruits lacking a constriction at the middle and wingless seeds. An identification key to the species of Justicia in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is provided.

			

		

		
			
				Justicia is one of the most species-rich and tax-onomically complex genera in the Acanthaceae. Currently, there are 934 accepted species in total (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:326849-2), widely distrib-uted across the tropical and subtropical regions of Africa, the Americas and Asia. In India, the genus is represented by 51 species and 5 varie-ties (Karthikeyan et al. 2009, Soumya et al. 2023). The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which are recognized as a distinct biogeo-graphic zone of India, host over 2649 plant taxa (Murugan et al. 2016). Within this region, Jus-ticia has five species viz., J. andamanica, J. gendarussa, J. procumbens, J. sumatrana and J. vasculosa. Among them, J. andamanica is endemic to the Andaman Islands (Sharief & Karthigeyan 2023, Bhattacharya & Karthigeyan 2023).

			

		

		
			
				During a field exploration in the Andaman Islands, the first author encountered an intrigu-ing species of Justicia in the Chidiyatapu region of the South Andaman Islands. The material was compared with previously reported spe-cies from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Karthigeyan 2017, Jayanthi 2017, Rasingam & Diwakar 2021, Sharief & Karthigeyan 2023, Bhattacharya & Karthigeyan 2023), the neighbouring countries (Kurz 1877, Ridley 1923) and relevant specimens housed at PBL, CAL and BSID (herbarium acronyms accord-ing to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/), but morphologically iden-tical species were not found. The specimens have axillary, solitary, sessile flowers or short terminal spikes, floral features that are atypical for the genus and previously reported only in J. ekakusuma, endemic to the lateritic plateaus of 
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				Kerala (Pradeep & Sivarajan 1991, Soumya et al. 2023). However, upon detailed comparison of our new material with J. ekakusuma, sev-eral morphological differences were observed. Therefore, we here describe it as a new species, type specimens of which are deposited in CAL and BSID.

			

		

		
			
				Justicia balakrishnaniana Parthiban, Rasingam & D. Sandhya Deepika, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

				Type: India. Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chidiyatapu, 41 m a.s.l., 1 July 2025, Parthiban, A. 015943 (holotype CAL; isotypes BSID).

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 1. Justicia balakrish-naniana. — A: Habit. — B: Flower. — C: Fruiting twig. — D: Flower bud. — E: Dorsal and ventral view of bract. — F: Dorsal and ventral view of bracteoles. — G: Corolla open. — H: Calyx. — I: Unequal calyx lobes. — J: Stamens. — K: Ovary with style. — L: Capsule. — M: Seeds. D–M from the holotype; A–C photographed at Munda Pahad region of Chidiyatapu, 1 July 2025.
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				Etymology. The species is named in honour of Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, former Regional Botanist of the Botanical Survey of India, who was instrumental in establishing the Andaman and Nicobar Regional Centre of the Botanical Survey of India at Port Blair.

				Annual, erect or decumbent herbs, up to 30 cm tall; stems angular, 6-ridged, pubescent with strigose or hispid downwards-facing hairs on ridges, rooting at lower nodes; internodes 2–5 cm long, green. Leaves distinctly petiolate, petiole 1–2 mm long, sparsely hairy; lamina ovate to sub-orbicular, rarely elliptic, 0.6–1.5 × 0.4–1 cm, base cuneate to shortly attenuate, mar-gins thickened with scabrous hairs, apex obtuse to rounded, sparsely strigose hairy on both sides; midrib prominent, on both sides with scabrous hairs; secondary veins 3–4 pairs, faint on adaxial surface, prominent on abaxial surface; cystoliths horizontally distributed along margins on adaxial surface. Inflorescence terminal spike, up to 3 cm long or solitary in bract axils. Flowers sessile, two per floral node, 6–8 × 2–4 mm; bracts folia-ceous, ovate to oblanceolate, 4–10 × 2–5 mm, base attenuate, margins thickened, scabrous, apex acute to obtuse, pubescent; bracteoles 2, linear to spathulate, 3–4 × 0.5–0.8 mm, green, mid-vein prominent, with hispid hairs on abaxial surface, glabrous on adaxial surface, margins with hispid hairs. Calyx deeply 5-lobed (4 longer and 1 shorter), linear-lanceolate, 3.5–4 × 0.2–0.5 mm at anthesis, accrescent, 4.5–6 × 0.7–1 mm in fruits, green, margins with long ciliate hairs; fifth lobe much reduced, linear, ca. 1 mm long, margin with hispid hairs. Corolla whitish-purple with white striae on lower lip, sparsely pubes-cent abaxially, glabrous adaxially except near attachment of filaments; tube cylindrical, 3–4 × 1–2 mm, slightly enlarged at throat; upper lip erect, slightly hooded, ovate, 3.5–4 × 2–2.7 mm, apex 2-lobed; lower lip orbicular to sub-orbicu-lar, 3–4 × 3–3.5 mm, apex 3-lobed, lobes imbri-cate, tips rounded. Stamens 2; filaments 3–4 mm long, bent at apex, white, basally villous; anther thecae superposed, equal, elliptic, 0.6–0.8 × 0.3–0.5 mm, purplish; appendage 0.5–0.6 mm long, white. Ovary oblong to ellipsoid, 1.3–1.5 × 0.3–0.5 mm, green, hirsute in upper half; style slender, 3–4.5 mm long, hirsute in lower half; stigma capitate. Nectariferous disc ca. 0.4 mm 

			

		

		
			
				long. Capsule obovoid, without constrictions, 3.5–4.5 × 1–1.7 mm, apex acute, pale brown, hirsute in upper half, glabrous in lower half. Seeds 4, ovoid-ellipsoid, 1–1.3 × 0.7–1 mm, brown, testa rugose. Flowering and fruiting were observed in July.

				Habitat and distribution. Rare in open, exposed rocky areas and coastal grasslands, known only from the type locality in the Munda Pahad region of the Chidiyatapu area, South Andaman Islands.

				Conservation assessment. During field exploration, we observed approximately 40 healthy individuals. Based on current informa-tion and the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria), the species is assessed as Data Deficient (DD). Further surveys in simi-lar habitats, particularly on Rutland Island and other nearby islands, are necessary to accurately determine the species’ distribution and conserva-tion status.

				Justicia balakrishnaniana is morphologically allied to J. ekakusuma in having a similar type of inflorescence and bracteole structure but there are several consistent differences (Appendix 1).

				Key to the Justicia species in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

				1. Calyx 5-partite, lobes equal or sub-equal  ....................... 2

				1. Calyx 4-partite (5th lobe, if present, very small)  ............ 4

				2. Leaves narrowly lanceolate, oblong to linear or acicular  ..	 .................................................................. J. gendarussa

				2. Leaves broadly elliptic, elliptic-oblong, ovate, or ovate-elliptic  .......................................................................... 3

				3. Calyx deeply 5-partite, lobes pubescent or glandular hairy  ....................................................................J. sumatrana

				3. Calyx shallowly 5-partite, lobes glabrous  ...... J. vasculosa

				4. Leaves sessile or subsessile  ....................... J. andamanica

				4. Leaves with well developed petiole  ................................ 5

				5. Bracts lanceolate or linear-lanceolate, up to 1.5 mm wide  	 ................................................................. J. procumbens

				5. Bracts ovate to oblanceolate, more than 2 mm wide  .........	 ........................................................ J. balakrishnaniana
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				Appendix 1. Morphological differences between Justicia ekakusuma (data from Pradeep & Sivarajan 1991) and J. balakrishnaniana.

					J. ekakusuma J. balakrishnaniana

				Habit	erect herb, stems up to 10 cm tall	decumbent herb, stems up to 30 cm tall

				Roots on stem	absent	on lower nodes

				Bracts	ovate to elliptic, 6–13 × 4–7 mm	ovate to oblanceolate, 4–10 × 2–5 mm

				Calyx	4-partite, pinkish	5-partite (4 longer and 1 shorter), green

				Capsule	ellipsoid, constricted around middle	obovoid, without constrictions, brownish when mature

					(bean-shaped), black when mature

				Seed	margins winged, testa faintly rugose	margins not winged, testa distinctly rugose
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Justicia balakrishnaniana Parthiban, Rasingam & D. Sandhya Deepika (Acanthaceae)
is described and illustrated as a new species from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
India. It is morphologically allied to J. ekakusuma due to similarities in the inflores-
cence and bracteoles, but differs in its decumbent growth habit, stems that root at the
lower nodes, 5-lobed calyx, fruits lacking a constriction at the middle and wingless
seeds. An identification key to the species of Justicia in the Andaman and Nicobar

Islands is provided.
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genus is represented by 51 species and 5 varie-
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gendarussa, J. procumbens, J. sumatrana and
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(Karthigeyan 2017, Jayanthi 2017, Rasingam
& Diwakar 2021, Sharief & Karthigeyan
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neighbouring countries (Kurz 1877, Ridley
1923) and relevant specimens housed at PBL,
CAL and BSID (herbarium acronyms accord-
ing to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.
nybg.org/science/il/), but morphologically iden-
tical species were not found. The specimens
have axillary, solitary, sessile flowers or short
terminal spikes, floral features that are atypical
for the genus and previously reported only in J.
ekakusuma, endemic to the lateritic plateaus of
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