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				Manikkara R. & Kaliyamurthy K. 2026: Lectotypification and correct authorship of the name Viscum ramosissimum (Santalaceae, tribe Visceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 1–4.

				This paper addresses a long-standing nomenclatural confusion concerning the author-ship of the name Viscum ramosissimum. Through a detailed review of its protologue, author citations and original materials, we conclude that it should be V. ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn. We also lectotypify the name in accordance with the Interna-tional Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants.

			

		

		
			
				The genus Viscum (Santalaceae, tribe Visceae, previously Viscaceae; https://www.mobot.org/mobot/research/apweb/) consists of aerial mistletoes that are widely distributed in tropical and subtropical regions of the Old World, including India and Sri Lanka (Bran-dis 1906, https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:552518-1). In India, the family Santalaceae comprises six genera and 20 species (https://checklistbuilder.science.kew.org/reportbuilder.do). During our taxonomic studies on the Loranthaceae and Viscaceae (Santalaceae, tribe Visceae) in peninsular India, we attempted to locate the original materials for the names of the Viscum taxa present in India. For the binomial V. ramosissimum, we found three different author citations. The name V. ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn. (Wight & Arnott 1834: 380) was used by Wight (1845: 13, plate 1017), Hooker (1890: 223–227), Trimen (1895: 472), Gamble (1902: 584, 1925: 

			

		

		
			
				1258), Brandis (1906: 551–552), Cooke (1908: 551–554), Fischer (1926), Danser (1941), Rao (1957), Henry et al. (1987: 215–219), and Sanjai and Balakrishnan (2012). The name V. ramosissimum Roxb. ex DC. (De Candolle 1830: 278) appeared in Sanjai and Balakrishnan (2006), and is also accepted by POWO(https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:552518-1) and WFO (https://www.worldfloraonline.org/taxon/wfo-0000424917). In GBIF that name is given as a synonym of V. ramosissimum Roxb. (https://www.gbif.org/species/7449762). The third name V. ramosissimum Wall. ex DC. (De Can-dolle 1830: 278) was used by Sanjai and Bal-akrishnan (2020).

				Clearly, the correct author citation and where the name was first validly published needed to be addressed and resolved. The herbarium acronyms are according to Index Herbariorum (https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).

			

		

		
			
				ORCiD: RM 0009-0004-4768-163X, KK 0000-0001-5948-0203

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			
				2	Manikkara & Kaliyamurthy: Lectotypification of Viscum ramosissimum • Ann. BOT. Fennici Vol. 63

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				According to Sanjai and Balakrishnan (2006), the name V. ramosissimum Roxb. was listed in Hortus Bengalensis (Roxburgh 1814: 105) as a nomen nudum and later validly pub-lished by De Candolle (1830: 278). However, upon careful examination we found that V. ramosissimum is not listed at all in either work. Therefore, the name V. ramosissimum Roxb. ex DC., was never validly published and should not be used.

				The name V. ramosissimum Wall. first appeared in the Wallich catalogue with the number 6876 in 1832 (https://wallich.rbge.org.uk/index.php?section=entries&id=6876; https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/240589#page/264/mode/1up) and was quoted “6876 Viscum ramosissimum a–Hb Wight, Mt. Gingee, b–Hb Wight”, but it was not validly published. Later, Wight and Arnott (1834: 380) validated the name as “Viscum ramosissimum (Wall.)” and cited the herbarium specimens as “Wal-lich Catalogue no. 6876 (Wall.! L. n. 6876) and Wight’s Catalogue no. 1225 (Wight! cat. n. 1225)”. Therefore, the correct full name and author citation should be Viscum ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn.

				Sanjai and Balakrishnan (2006) cited the type of V. ramosissimum Roxb. ex DC. as “Wallich Cat. 6876 (K, CAL–Microfiche!)”. However, the valid name discussed above still needed to be typified. According to Stafleu and Cowan (1988: 37–41), the herbarium and type materi-als of Nathaniel Wallich are mainly housed at K and E. The original material of V. ramosissimum was split into two components labelled “A “and “B” (Noltie 2005: 464–466). “A” comes from ‘Mount Gingie’ (Senji or Jinji of the Viluppuram district, Tamil Nadu, India) and was collected by Wight. “B” is from Robert Wight’s herbarium (“Hb Wight”). These are collectively referenced under another catalogue number: WC 1225a–d as syntypes, housed at E. One sheet bears the labels WC 1225a (E00174703) and WC 1225b (E00174704), both specimens being pasted on the same sheet numbered Wall. L. n. 6876. A second sheet is labelled WC 1225c (E00174706) and similarly numbered Wall. L. n. 6876. A third sheet, WC 1225d (E00174708), contains a field ticket with the Tamil name “woosala marum 

			

		

		
			
				vatto” and the locality Aucharopacum [Acha-rapakkam, Chengalpattu District, Tamil Nadu]. The Arnott sheet (E00174709), whose label has been trimmed, might be a duplicate of this. Also, there are three sheets present at the herbarium of Robert Graham, which are considered as iso-syntypes. These include one sheet each of WC 1225a (E00174713), WC 1225b (E00174705), and WC 1225c (E00174707). Additionally, two sheets are housed in the herbarium of Edin-burgh University. One has an HWP (Herb. Wight Propr.) label and bears the number WC 1225 (E00174711). The other (E00174710) is a dupli-cate of the specimen Wall. L. n. 6876 B, originat-ing from the East India Company Herbarium.

				In accordance with the Art. 9.3 of Turland et al. (2025), we designate one of the syntypes at E, WC 1225d (E00174708), bearing a field ticket with the Tamil name “woosala marum vatto” and the locality Aucharopacum as the lectotype for the name V. ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn.

				Viscum ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn.

				Prodr. Fl. Pen. Ind. Or. 1: 380. 1834. — Aspidixia ramosis-sima Wall. ex Wight & Arn., Bull. Soc. Bot. France 43: 193. 1896. — Lectotype (designated here; Fig. 1): India. South India, Acharapakkam, without date and collector (E, barcode E00174708, digital image!). — Residual syntypes: India. South India, Aucharopacum [Acharapakkam], without date, Wight WC 1225a (E, barcode E00174703, digital image!) and Wight WC 1225b (E, barcode E00174704, digital image!) on single sheet, Wall. L. n. 6876; Wight WC 1225c, Wall. L. n. 6876 (E, barcode E00174706, digital image!); Wight WC 1225 (trimmed label; E, barcode E00174709, digital image!). — Isosyntypes: India. South India, ex herb. Graham, Wight WC 1225a (E, barcode E00174713, digital image!), Wight WC 1225b (E, barcode E00174705, digital image!), Wight WC 1225c (E, barcode E00174707, digital image!); India. South India, without date and collector (E, barcode E00174710, digital image!; E, barcode E00174711 digital image!). Sheet E00174711 bears an HWP (Herb. Wight Propr.) label with WC 1225. Sheet E00174710 is a duplicate of specimen Wall. L. n. 6876B from herbarium EIC (East India Company Herbarium).

				Distribution (Sanjai & Balakrishnan 2012). India (Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh); Sri Lanka.
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				Fig. 1. Lectotype of Viscum ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn. (E00174708). © The Herbarium of the Royal Botanic Garden Edin-burgh (E), reproduced with permission.
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Manikkara R. & Kaliyamurthy K. 2026: Lectotypification and correct authorship of the name
Viscum ramosissimum (Santalaceae, tribe Visceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 63: 1-4.

This paper addresses a long-standing nomenclatural confusion concerning the author-
ship of the name Viscum ramosissimum. Through a detailed review of its protologue,
author citations and original materials, we conclude that it should be V. ramosissimum
Wall. ex Wight & Arn. We also lectotypify the name in accordance with the Interna-
tional Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants.

The genus Viscum (Santalaceae, tribe Visceae,
previously Viscaceae; https://www.mobot.org/
mobot/research/apweb/) consists of aerial
mistletoes that are widely distributed in
tropical and subtropical regions of the Old
World, including India and Sri Lanka (Bran-
dis 1906, https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:552518-1). In India, the
family Santalaceae comprises six genera and
20 species (https://checklistbuilder.science.kew.
org/reportbuilder.do). During our taxonomic
studies on the Loranthaceac and Viscaceae
(Santalaceae, tribe Visceae) in peninsular India,
we attempted to locate the original materials for
the names of the Viscum taxa present in India.
For the binomial V. ramosissimum, we found
three different author citations. The name V.
ramosissimum Wall. ex Wight & Arn. (Wight
& Arnott 1834: 380) was used by Wight (1845:
13, plate 1017), Hooker (1890: 223-227),
Trimen (1895: 472), Gamble (1902: 584, 1925:

1258), Brandis (1906: 551-552), Cooke (1908:
551-554), Fischer (1926), Danser (1941),
Rao (1957), Henry et al. (1987: 215-219),
and Sanjai and Balakrishnan (2012). The name
V. ramosissimum Roxb. ex DC. (De Candolle
1830: 278) appeared in Sanjai and Balakrishnan
(2006), and is also accepted by POWO
(https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:552518-1) and WFO
(https://www.worldfloraonline.org/taxon/wfo-
0000424917). In GBIF that name is given as
a synonym of V. ramosissimum Roxb. (https://
www.gbif.org/species/7449762). The third
name V. ramosissimum Wall. ex DC. (De Can-
dolle 1830: 278) was used by Sanjai and Bal-
akrishnan (2020).

Clearly, the correct author citation and where
the name was first validly published needed
to be addressed and resolved. The herbarium
acronyms are according to Index Herbariorum
(https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).
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