
		
			
				Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 291–293	eISSN 1797-2442

				Helsinki 29 October 2025	© Finnish Zoological and Botanical Publishing Board

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Thesium hiernianum, a replacement name for the illegitimate T. strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern (Santalaceae)

				Muhammad Idrees1 & Julian M.H. Shaw2,*

				1)	College of Life Science, Neijiang Normal University, Neijiang 641000, Sichuan, China

				2)	Cultivated Plant Diversity, Royal Horticultural Society, Wisley, Woking, Surrey, GU23 6QB, U.K. (*corresponding author’s e-mail: julianshaw@rhs.org.uk)

				Received 6 Oct. 2025, final version received 15 Oct. 2025, accepted 16 Oct. 2025

				Idrees M. & Shaw J.M.H. 2025: Thesium hiernianum, a replacement name for the illegitimateT. strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern (Santalaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 291–293.

				Thesium hiernianum Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw, nom. nov. (Santalaceae) is proposed to replace the illegitimate T. strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern, a later homonym of T. strigulo-sum A.DC.

			

		

		
			
				Thesium (Santalaceae) is a genus of hemipara-sitic species belonging to tribe Thesieae (Angio-sperm Phylogeny Group IV 2016). The genus is widely distributed in temperate and tropical regions, predominantly in the Old World, but also in North and South America through long-distance dispersal (Musselman & Haynes 1996). Southern Africa is the centre of diversity, with 86 species occurring in the Greater Cape Floris-tic Region (GCFR) (Germishuizen et al. 2006, Forest & Manning 2013).

				Hiern (1900: 936–939) published the name Thesium strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern based on Welwitsch 6432 from Angola. This taxon was accepted by later taxonomists (Baker & Hill 1911, Figueiredo & Smith 2008) and is currently treated as an accepted but illegitimate name in the online African Plant Database (https://africanplantdatabase.ch/en/nomen/specie/90738/thesium-strigulosum-welw-ex-hiern). The name is, however, a later homonym of the validly published T. strigulosum A.DC. (Candolle 1857) and is therefore illegitimate (Turland et al. 2025: Art. 53.1). A replacement name is proposed here. The specific epithet honours Dr. William 

			

		

		
			
				Philip Hiern (1839–1925), author of the replaced name, whose contributions to the flora of tropical Africa were significant.

				Thesium hiernianum Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw, nom. nov.

				Replaced name: Thesium strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern, Cat. Afr. Pl. (Hiern) 1(4): 936. 1900, nom. illeg., non T. strigu-losum A.DC., Esp. Nouv. Thesium: 4. 1857. — Lectotype (here designated): Angola. Pungo Andongo, in rocky thick-ets near Condo, fl. and fr. March 1857, F.M.J. Welwitsch 6432 (BM000911030, Fig. 1; isolectotypes B101154020, K000431500, LISU223692).

				We have traced four duplicates of Wel-witsch 6432, deposited at B (B101154020), BM (BM000911030), K (K000431500) and LISU (LISU223692) (herbarium acronyms according to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/). The status of these duplicates deserves consideration. The preface to the Cata-logue of the African Plants collected by Dr. Frie-drich Welwitsch in 1853–61 (Hiern 1896) clearly states that Hiern was entrusted with separating 
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				and transcribing Friedrich Welwitsch’s “study set”, which was to be returned to Lisbon, from the “next best” set that was to be retained by the British Museum. Hiern is further stated to have been acquainted with the contents of Welwitsch’s Catalogue while sorting and separating the speci-mens. It is clear, therefore, that Hiern has seen at least the BM and LISU duplicates of the Wel-witsch material, and possibly more. As he did not cite a location for the type specimen of the name, all of these collections should be regarded as syn-types (Turland et al. 2025: Art. 9.6).

			

		

		
			
				Stearn (1973) correctly asserts that the origi-nal specimens, notes and descriptions by F.M.J. Welwitsch (1806–1872) were kept at the Botanic Garden of Lisbon Herbarium (LISU), with the second-best set and a copy of the written materials housed at the Natural History Museum (BM) in London, while the remaining sets were donated to other organisations (after the court case in 1875; Stearn 1973: 102, Albuquerque et al. 2009: 642, Albuquerque et al. 2020: 85). Albuquerque et al. (2009) in their comments on the typification of names based on Welwitsch’s Angolan collections, 
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				Fig. 1. Lectotype of The-sium hiernianum Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw (The-sium strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern, nom. illeg.; BM000911030). Natural History Museum (BM). Licensed under CC-BY-4.0 (https://creativecom-mons.org/licenses/by/4.0). https://data.nhm.ac.uk/object/74960e75-2688-42d4-b197-de1f-c569ea95/1760005475174
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				concluded that the names published by others after 1872 should be typified by a specimen kept in the institution where the author was working. Hiern began work at Kew in 1875 to compile the Catalogue of Welwitsch’s African Plants, as sug-gested by J.D. Hooker (Director at Kew). Later that year, he moved to the British Museum, where he worked until early 1877. In 1892, he returned to London from Devon to work full-time on the Catalogue (vol. 1, published between 1896 and 1900). Hiern would thus have been very famil-iar with both the BM and Kew material, with BM having the stronger claim since Hiern must have spent most of his time working there. He also made at least one visit of several weeks to Lisbon in 1882, and some species were described jointly with Francisco Manoel Carlos de Mello de Ficalho (Albuquerque et al. 2009: 664). Since Hiern worked with the entire collection, he must have handled all material at some point. There-fore, the herbarium specimen Welwitsch 6432 at BM (BM000911030) is designated here as the lectotype. The selected sheet bears the same date and locality, with morphologically complete and well-preserved specimens that fully correspond to the protologue.

				It should be noted that Figueiredo and Smith (2008: 13) explain that their references to type material in that work are mostly without indi-cation of the type category. Consequently, the reference is separated from the herbarium acro-nym with a semicolon, as is the case with the entry for Thesium strigulosum, where they wrote “Specimen: Welwitsch 6432 (K; type)”. Thus, there was no intent to designate a lectotype, but only to note that a syntype was available at K, which they listed because at the time of writing it was the only specimen freely accessible online. Hence, there is no inadvertent typification, since typifications proposed by Figueiredo and Smith (2008) were consistently designated explicitly as required by the International Code of Nomencla-ture (Turland et al. 2025: Art. 9.23).
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Idrees M. & Shaw J.M.H. 2025: Thesium hiernianum, a replacement name for the illegitimate
T. strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern (Santalaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 291-293.

Thesium hiernianum Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw, nom. nov. (Santalaceae) is proposed to
replace the illegitimate 7. strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern, a later homonym of 7. strigulo-

sum A.DC.

Thesium (Santalaceae) is a genus of hemipara-
sitic species belonging to tribe Thesicae (Angio-
sperm Phylogeny Group IV 2016). The genus
is widely distributed in temperate and tropical
regions, predominantly in the Old World, but
also in North and South America through long-
distance dispersal (Musselman & Haynes 1996).
Southern Africa is the centre of diversity, with
86 species occurring in the Greater Cape Floris-
tic Region (GCFR) (Germishuizen et al. 20006,
Forest & Manning 2013).

Hiern (1900: 936-939) published the name
Thesium strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern based on
Welwitsch 6432 from Angola. This taxon was
accepted by later taxonomists (Baker & Hill
1911, Figueiredo & Smith 2008) and is currently
treated as an accepted but illegitimate name
in the online African Plant Database (https://
africanplantdatabase.ch/en/nomen/specie/90738/
thesium-strigulosum-welw-ex-hiern). The name
is, however, a later homonym of the validly
published 7 strigulosum A.DC. (Candolle 1857)
and is therefore illegitimate (Turland ef al. 2025:
Art. 53.1). A replacement name is proposed
here. The specific epithet honours Dr. William

Philip Hiern (1839-1925), author of the replaced
name, whose contributions to the flora of tropical
Africa were significant.

Thesium hiernianum |drees &
J.M.H. Shaw, nom. nov.

REPLACED NAME: Thesium strigulosum Welw. ex Hiern, Cat.
Afr. PL. (Hiern) 1(4): 936. 1900, nom. illeg., non T. strigu-
losum A.DC., Esp. Nouv. Thesium: 4. 1857. — LECTOTYPE
(here designated): Angola. Pungo Andongo, in rocky thick-
ets near Condo, fl. and fr. March 1857, EM.J. Welwitsch
6432 (BM000911030, Fig. 1; isolectotypes B101154020,
K000431500, LISU223692).

We have traced four duplicates of Wel-
witsch 6432, deposited at B (B101154020), BM
(BM000911030), K (K000431500) and LISU
(LISU223692) (herbarium acronyms according
to Index Herbariorum, https://sweetgum.nybg.
org/science/ih/). The status of these duplicates
deserves consideration. The preface to the Cata-
logue of the African Plants collected by Dr. Frie-
drich Welwitsch in 1853—61 (Hiern 1896) clearly
states that Hiern was entrusted with separating
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