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				Psychotria acutifolia Salsa. & I.M. Turner (Rubiaceae) is described as a new species. Specimens of it were originally annotated as ‘Psychotria insignis’ by H. N. Ridley, but this name was never published. The species, as described and illustrated here, is only known with certainty from Sarawak, Malaysia, on the island of Borneo.

			

		

		
			
				Psychotria, currently with 1642 accepted species (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:326020-2), is the largest genus of the Rubiaceae (Razafimandimbison & Rydin 2024). It is pantropical in distribution and includes mostly shrubs and treelets of the forest understorey, but also larger trees and climbing plants (Sohmer & Davis 2007).

				The island of Borneo is very poorly known when it comes to Psychotria. The check-list building tool of POWO (https://checklist-builder.science.kew.org/reportbuilder.do) lists 30 named species of Psychotria for Borneo, when neighbouring areas such as Malaya (Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore) (64 spp.), Java (77 spp.) and Philippines (113 spp.) have far longer lists of native species. This undoubtedly reflects the limited taxonomic work on the genus in Borneo. The recent revision of the Rubiaceae genus Timonius in Borneo (Chen & Wong 2023) added 68 newly described species, bringing the total for the island to 94. This clearly reflects the 

			

		

		
			
				extensive further work needed in documenting the Rubiaceae diversity in Borneo.

				In working on a revised checklist of the Rubiaceae of Brunei Darussalam, we came across the name ‘Psychotria insignis Ridl.’ listed by Davis et al. (1996). Our investigation revealed that the name had never been published by H. N. Ridley, but it was an unpublished herbarium name written by him on various specimens in the Kew Herbarium. Even if Ridley had published it with a description, the name would still have been illegitimate, as it was used by P. C. Stand-ley for a species from Panama, Central America (Standley 1916). POWO provides a picture of one of the specimens from Borneo labelled ‘Psy-chotria insignis’ by Ridley under the entry for P. insignis (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:212922-2).

				We searched through the Psychotria material, primarily from the Kew collections, for speci-mens annotated by Ridley as ‘insignis’ and spec-imens morphologically similar to those. Once 
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				an initial sort was complete, a more detailed morphological analysis of vegetative and repro-ductive structures was undertaken in order to delimit the species and produce a description. Similar species were also investigated in order to produce a diagnosis.

				Psychotria acutifolia Salsa. & I.M. Turner, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

				Type: Malaysia. Sarawak, without locality, July 1867 O. Beccari P.B. 3618 (holotype K00077196; isotype FI-HCI-016660829). — Paratypes: Malaysia. Sarawak, Kutcin [Kuching], August 1865, O. Beccari P.B. 370 (FI-HCI-01660830, K005740488), O. Beccari P.B. 374 (FI-HCI-01660827), October 1865, O. Beccari P.B. 894 (FI-HCI-01660826, K005740486); Kuching, 15 May 1893, G.D. Haviland 3003 (K005740483); Matang, June 1866, O. Bec-cari P.B. 1831 (FI-HCI-01660828, K005740487); Baram, May 1894, G.D. Haviland & C. Hose 3453K (K005740480); s.dat., G.D. Haviland 32153 (K005740482). Borneo, without place and date, Lowe s.n. (K005740485).

				Etymology: The chosen epithet reflects the generally acute terminations of the leaves, both apically and basally.

				Diagnosis. Similar to Psychotria iteophylla in typical leaf shape and flower size and form but differs from it in having much bigger leaves (typically with some leaves on every specimen exceeding 15 cm long and 4 cm wide which is the maximum for P. iteophylla), the inflores-cences generally much longer (20–25 cm vs. 5–7 cm in total length with peduncle 8–14 cm vs. less than 4 cm) and calyx minutely pubescent externally vs. calyx glabrous.

				Shrub, to 2 m tall. Branches smooth, gla-brous, sometimes hollow, internodes to 7 cm long between leaf-bearing nodes. Stipules tri-angular-lanceolate, 7–20 mm long, apex long attenuate, generally entire but sometimes shortly bifid at apex. Leaves entire, glabrous, mem-branous, typically narrowly to more rarely broadly elliptic-lanceolate, occasionally oblan-ceolate, 14.2–40 × 2.7–10.1 cm (length : width = 3–5.5), generally drying chestnut or reddish brown below, sometimes with a complete or patchy silvery wash; above drying dark brown, brown or grey, lamina surface under magni-fication appearing smooth and shiny above, below matt with dense covering of tiny pale dots, these whiter and denser when leaf under-

			

		

		
			
				side has silvery appearance; apex acute, more rarely acuminate with a slender and fine-pointed acumen; base cuneate and ultimately decurrent to petiole; midrib flush to raised in dry leaves on both surfaces, lateral nerves (7)14–17(20) pairs, flush to slightly raised on both surfaces, tertiary venation laxly reticulate, indistinct to obscure; minute domatia often present in axils of lateral nerves. Petioles 5–30 mm long. Inflo-rescences terminal, (6)20–25 cm long, pedun-culate, possibly pendulous at anthesis, peduncle 8–14 cm long, axes drying dark brown, longi-tudinally irregularly ribbed and finely longitu-dinally striate, tiny red-brown to pale, erect to decumbent hairs present, densest around nodes and distally; branching in repeated trichoto-mies, 4–6 times with successive reduction in internode lengths, with small paired bracts at each node, 1–3 mm long, each subtending an outer branch of the trichotomy, ultimately bear-ing three flowers. Flowers (only long-styled morph available if the species is heterostylous) tiny, 2–4 mm long, 2 mm diameter, sessile or more often pedicellate, pedicels to 5 mm long; hypanthium ca. 1 mm long, widening distally to ca. 1 mm diameter at top; calyx of 4 or 5 sepals united into cupular tube, ca. 0.4 mm long, externally sparsely to densely covered with tiny red-brown hairs, lobes minute, broadly triangular or ovate, ca. 0.2 mm long, ca. 0.7 mm wide, apex obtuse to rounded, or more rarely acute, margins minutely ciliate; petals 4 or 5, white, pink on lobes, drying black, minutely verruculose inside and out, basally connate into tube ca. 2 mm long, with pale hairs in mouth of tube, lobes ovate-oblong, ca. 2 × 1 mm, apex acute, incurved, inside with covering of tiny pale adpressed hairs, glabrous outside, stamens 5, filaments filiform, ca. 3 mm long, anthers dorsifixed, ca. 1 mm long, exerted 1–3 mm from mouth of corolla, style ca. 3 mm long, widening distally, stigma very shortly bifurcated. Fruits ovoid, 10–11 mm long, 6–8 mm wide, drying dark brown, with regular parallel longitudinal grooves separated by flat-topped ridges, calyx cup persisting as minute ring apically; pyrenes ovate in outline, 8–10 × 6 × 3 mm, apex acute, base rounded to truncate, flattened ventrally, convex dorsally with 4 or 5 longitudinal parallel grooves separated by flat-topped ridges.
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				Fig. 1. Psychotria acutifolia (A from Beccari 894; B, D–F from Beccari 3618; C from Haviland & Hose 3453K; G–J from Haviland 32153; all in K). — A: Habit, shoot with infructescence. — B: Lateral branch of inflorescence. — C: A leaf from second node of specimen with smaller leaves. — D: Open flower. — E: Adaxial face of corolla from unopened flower with two stamens in situ. — F: Upper part of calyx with style in situ. — G: Mature fruit. — H: Ven-tral surface of pyrene. — I: Dorsal surface of pyrene. — J: Apical view of pyrene. Scales: 5 cm (A–C), 2 mm (D and E), 1 mm (F) and 5 mm (G–J).
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				A strongly positive test (Sohmer & Davis 2007) for ethanol-soluble seedcoat pigments was produced by the species.

				‘Psychotria insignis Ridl.’ was employed by Davis et al. (1996) in relation to one gather-ing from Brunei. However, in our opinion, the Brunei plant is not P. acutifolia, but represents the same species as several Brunei collections referred to as ‘Psychotria sp. 1’ by Davis et al. (1996).

				Psychotria acutifolia is only known with certainty from Sarawak. We have seen no col-lections made since the late 19th century, though in a genus as diverse and poorly worked as Psy-chotria, it seems likely that there are more recent gatherings among undetermined material in vari-ous herbaria. It is difficult to say anything very specific about the distribution, habit, habitat and associations of the species as all the specimens available have very limited field information.
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Psychotria acutifolia Salsa. & 1.M. Turner (Rubiaceae) is described as a new species.
Specimens of it were originally annotated as ‘Psychotria insignis’ by H. N. Ridley, but
this name was never published. The species, as described and illustrated here, is only
known with certainty from Sarawak, Malaysia, on the island of Borneo.

Psychotria, currently with 1642 accepted species
(https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:
ipni.org:names:326020-2), is the largest genus
of the Rubiaceae (Razafimandimbison & Rydin
2024). It is pantropical in distribution and
includes mostly shrubs and treelets of the forest
understorey, but also larger trees and climbing
plants (Sohmer & Davis 2007).

The island of Borneo is very poorly known
when it comes to Psychotria. The check-
list building tool of POWO (https://checklist-
builder.science.kew.org/reportbuilder.do) lists 30
named species of Psychotria for Borneo, when
neighbouring areas such as Malaya (Peninsular
Malaysia and Singapore) (64 spp.), Java (77
spp.) and Philippines (113 spp.) have far longer
lists of native species. This undoubtedly reflects
the limited taxonomic work on the genus in
Bomeo. The recent revision of the Rubiaceae
genus Timonius in Borneo (Chen & Wong 2023)
added 68 newly described species, bringing the
total for the island to 94. This clearly reflects the

extensive further work needed in documenting
the Rubiaceae diversity in Borneo.

In working on a revised checklist of the
Rubiaceae of Brunei Darussalam, we came
across the name ‘Psychotria insignis Ridl.” listed
by Davis et al. (1996). Our investigation revealed
that the name had never been published by H. N.
Ridley, but it was an unpublished herbarium
name written by him on various specimens in the
Kew Herbarium. Even if Ridley had published
it with a description, the name would still have
been illegitimate, as it was used by P. C. Stand-
ley for a species from Panama, Central America
(Standley 1916). POWO provides a picture of
one of the specimens from Borneo labelled ‘Psy-
chotria insignis’ by Ridley under the entry for
P insignis (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:212922-2).

We searched through the Psychotria material,
primarily from the Kew collections, for speci-
mens annotated by Ridley as ‘insignis’ and spec-
imens morphologically similar to those. Once
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