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				Athira S. & Maya C.N. 2025: Lectotypification of Arenaria neelgherrensis and Drymaria villosa (Caryophyllaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 195–198.

				A lectotype is designated for Arenaria neelgherrensis Wight & Arn. based on the pro-tologue and type material. A previous incorrect lectotypification of Drymaria villosa Schltdl. & Cham. is revised and a new lectotype is designated.

			

		

		
			
				Caryophyllaceae is one of the richest angiosperm families, currently comprising 105 accepted genera (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:30000815-2) and approxi-mately 3000 species, distributed mainly in the north-temperate regions, high elevations in the tropics, and the Southern Hemisphere, with a centre of diversity in the Mediterranean and Irano-Turanian regions (Hernández-Ledesma et al. 2015). A total of 174 species are known from India (Mastakar et al. 2020), of which nine belong to Arenaria and three to Drymaria. As part of our ongoing taxonomic studies on south Indian Caryophyllaceae, we noted that the names Are-naria neelgherrensis Wight & Arn. and Drymaria villosa Schltdl. & Cham. required typification.

				A detailed examination of original material and protologues was carried out. Herbarium specimens or images deposited at B, BM, CAL, E, K, KFTA, LE, LECB and MH (the acronyms follow Index Herbariorum: https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/) were examined. The typifications follow the rules of the International Code of Nomenclature for Algae, Fungi and Plants (Turland et al. 2018).

			

		

		
			
				Arenaria neelgherrensis Wight & Arn.

				Prodr. Fl. Ind. Orient. 1: 43. 1834. — Lectotype (here designated): India. Tamil Nadu, Neelgherry [Nilgiri], with-out date, R. Wight s.n., Wight Cat. 144 (E00174141, digi-tal image!, Fig. 1; isolectotypes E00174139; K000742198 (digital images!); MH00001805!). — Syntypes: E00174140, E00174142, K000742197 (digital images!).

				The name Arenaria neelgherrensis was pub-lished by Wight and Arnott (1834) in the first volume of Prodromus Florae Peninsulae Indiae Orientalis. A detailed description was provided together with the following citation of syntypes (Turland et al. 2018: Art. 9.6): “Wight! Cat. no. 144, 148”. The provenance was reported as ‘Neelgherries’ (= Nilgiri Hills, south India).

				This taxon was recognised as A. serpyllifo-lia var. neelgherrensis by Singh and Diwakar (2010), owing to wide morphological variation and lack of stable diagnostic characters separat-ing the taxa at the species level. Later, Pusalkar and Singh (2015) accepted A. neelgherrensis as a distinct species. Majumdar (1965) cited Wight’s collection no. 144 as the lectotype of A. neelg-
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				herrensis. According to Turland et al. (2018: Art. 7.10), Majumdar’s thesis cannot be considered an effective publication since Art. 30.9 states “…thesis submitted to a university […] for the purpose of obtaining a degree does not constitute effective publication unless the work includes an explicit statement […] or other internal evidence that it is regarded as an effective publication by its author or publisher”. Notably, Majumdar (1993), in his treatment of Caryophyllaceae in the Flora of India, did not cite a type for A. neelgherrensis at all. We traced seven specimens 

			

		

		
			
				at E, K and MH that correspond to Wight’s col-lections 144 and 148. Among these, E00174141 (Wight Catalogue no. 144) is designated here as the lectotype, being a well-preserved specimen, matching the protologue and corresponding to the current concept of the species: stem with alternate lines of hairs; obovate-elliptic, glabrous leaves with a mucronate apex; oblong sepals with a single dorsal hairy nerve; linear-obovate petals longer than the sepals; and an ovate cap-sule with sub-ovoid, striate seeds (Wight 1834, Majumdar 1993).
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				Fig.1. Lectotype of Arenaria neelgherrensis Wight & Arn. (E00174141). Reproduced with the permission of Her-barium of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (E).
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				Drymaria villosa Schltdl. & Cham.

				Linnaea 5: 232. 1830. — Lectotype (here designated): Mexico. Jalapa, without date, Schiede & Deppe s.n. (LE00018305, digital image!, Fig. 2).

				Schlechtendal (1830) proposed the name Drymaria villosa based on a collection by C.J.W. 

			

		

		
			
				Schiede and F. Deppe (taxon number 505 in Schlechtendal’s paper) gathered in Mexico during A. von Chamisso’s Romanzoffian expedi-tion (see Berger 2018). Chamisso later deposited the collection at the Berlin herbarium (B), which was unfortunately destroyed in World War II (see, e.g., Hiepko 1987, Eggli & Leuenberger 2008, Iamonico et al. 2017).

			

		

		
			
				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Drymaria villosa Schltdl. & Cham. (LE00018305). Reproduced with the permission of Her-barium of Vascular Plants of the Komarov Botanical Institute (LE).
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				In the revision of Drymaria, Duke (1961) cited the type as “Schiede & Deppe 505; in aquosis prope Jalapam, B, probably destroyed; isotype at LE!”. Later, Arya et al. (2024) des-ignated an “isotype” housed at LECB (barcode LECB0000548) as the lectotype. However, Chamisso’s specimens from the Romanzof-fian expedition were acquired by the Botani-cal Museum of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences in 1840, following his death, and are currently housed at LE (Berger 2018). Conse-quently, original material cannot be housed at LECB, and the lectotypification by Arya et al. (2024) is erroneous.

				There is a specimen at LE (barcode LE00018305) bearing a recent label by V.I. Dorofeyev, “Lectotypus (V.I. Dorofeyev, 2024, hoc loco)”, which has not been published; the original label reads “505 Schiede and Deppe, Pl. mexicanae, Drymaria villosa n. sp., Hb. Cham.”. Specimen LE00018305 matches the protologue of D. villosa and corresponds to the current concept of the species: stem, leaves and pedicels villous with eglandular trichomes; sepal scarcely 3-veined; petals with basal auricles, anthers 3–5, oblong; seeds 8–14, reniform-orbicular and with capitate and stellate tubercles (Schlechtendal 1830, Majumdar 1993).
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Athira S. & Maya C.N. 2025: Lectotypification of Arenaria neelgherrensis and Drymaria villosa
(Caryophyllaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 195—198.

A lectotype is designated for Arenaria neelgherrensis Wight & Arn. based on the pro-
tologue and type material. A previous incorrect lectotypification of Drymaria villosa
Schitdl. & Cham. is revised and a new lectotype is designated.

Caryophyllaceae is one of the richest angiosperm
families, currently comprising 105 accepted
genera  (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:
Isid:ipni.org:names:30000815-2) and approxi-
mately 3000 species, distributed mainly in the
north-temperate regions, high elevations in the
tropics, and the Southern Hemisphere, with a
centre of diversity in the Mediterrancan and
Irano-Turanian regions (Hernidndez-Ledesma et
al. 2015). A total of 174 species are known from
India (Mastakar et al. 2020), of which nine belong
to Arenaria and three to Drymaria. As part of
our ongoing taxonomic studies on south Indian
Caryophyllaceae, we noted that the names Are-
naria neelgherrensis Wight & Arm. and Drymaria
villosa Schitdl. & Cham. required typification.

A detailed examination of original material and
protologues was carried out. Herbarium specimens
or images deposited at B, BM, CAL, E, K, KFTA,
LE, LECB and MH (the acronyms follow Index
Herbariorum: https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/
ih/) were examined. The typifications follow the
rules of the International Code of Nomenclature
Jor Algae, Fungi and Plants (Turland ef al. 2018).

Arenaria neelgherrensis Wight & Am.

Prodr. Fl. Ind. Orient. 1: 43. 1834. — LectorypE (here
designated): India. Tamil Nadu, Neelgherry [Nilgiri], with-
out date, R. Wight s.n., Wight Cat. 144 (E00174141, digi-
tal image!, Fig. 1; isolectotypes E00174139; K000742198
(digital images!); MH00001805!). — Syntypes: E00174140,
E00174142, K000742197 (digital images!).

The name Arenaria neelgherrensis was pub-
lished by Wight and Arnott (1834) in the first
volume of Prodromus Florae Peninsulae Indiae
Orientalis. A detailed description was provided
together with the following citation of syntypes
(Turland et al. 2018: Art. 9.6): “Wight! Cat.
no. 144, 148”. The provenance was reported as
‘Neelgherries’ (= Nilgiri Hills, south India).

This taxon was recognised as A. serpyllifo-
lia var. neelgherrensis by Singh and Diwakar
(2010), owing to wide morphological variation
and lack of stable diagnostic characters separat-
ing the taxa at the species level. Later, Pusalkar
and Singh (2015) accepted 4. neelgherrensis as a
distinct species. Majumdar (1965) cited Wight’s
collection no. 144 as the lectotype of A. neelg-
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