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				Chakrabarty T. & Kumar A. 2025: Revisiting the taxonomy of Myanmar endemics Cinnamomum lucens and C. tavoyanum (Lauraceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 161–164.

				Cinnamomum lucens Miq. is synonymised under C. tavoyanum Meisn. and the latter name is lectotypified. Cinnamomum myanmarense Chakrab. & Anand Kumar, nom. nov. is proposed for C. tavoyanum sensu Kosterm., replacing C. sulphuratum Nees var. oblongifolium Nees, and this name is also lectotypified.

			

		

		
			
				According to de Kok (2019), Cinnamomum (Lauraceae) comprises about 350 species distrib-uted in tropical Asia, Australia and the west-ern Pacific; however, POWO lists 234 accepted species (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:328262-2#children). Koster-mans (1998) recognised 11 species for Myan-mar. During our ongoing studies on the Indo-Burmese Cinnamomum, we found that Hooker (1886) synonymised the name C. lucens Miq. with C. tavoyanum Meisn.; both names have been used for species endemic to Myanmar. However, Kostermans (1998) reinstated C. lucens as a spe-cies distinct from C. tavoyanum, recognised by alternate leaves with lateral primary veins ending much before the leaf tips (vs. opposite to subop-posite leaves with lateral primary veins reach-ing the leaf tips). However, the lectotype of C. tavoyanum, W.Gomez 583 (G-DC), designated by Kostermans (1998), is not original material of the name and represents an entirely different species. So, the lectotype designation must be superseded by designating a lectotype from original material under Turland et al. (2018; Art. 9.19). The herbar-

			

		

		
			
				ium acronyms follow Index Herbariorum (https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).

				Meisner (1864: 20), while describing C. tavoya-num, wrote “Circa Tavoy, regni Birman. (Wallich hb. Birman. n. 140!).” There is indeed a collec-tion Wallich 140 at G-DC, with two duplicates. Hence, we hereby re-designate a lectotype of C. tavoyanum based on the better specimen of these two duplicates at G-DC. We find that the type of C. tavoyanum matches well with the type of C. lucens (L and B, see below); hence, these two spe-cies are merged herein once again (as was done by Hooker in 1886). Incidentally, the specimen W.Gomez 583, treated as the type of C. tavoyanum by Kostermans (1998), is in fact the type of C. sulphuratum var. oblongifolium Nees, an element which merits recognition as a distinct species (see below). As the specific epithet oblongifolium is preoccupied by C. oblongifolium Lukman, we propose here a new name C. myanmarense for C. sulphuratum var. oblongifolium, to accom-modate this distinct taxon previously treated as C. tavoyanum by Kostermans (1998). Cinnamomum myanmarense can be easily distinguished from 
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				C. sulphuratum by the oblong-elliptic (vs. ovate) and chartaceous (vs. thinly coriaceous) leaves, acute at base (vs. obtuse), sparsely pubescent on the major nerves beneath (vs. tomentose beneath), and 3–3.5 mm long flowers (vs. 4–5 mm long).

				Cinnamomum myanmarense Chakrab. & Anand Kumar, nom. nov.

				Cinnamomum sulphuratum Nees var. oblongifolium Nees in Wallich, Pl. Asiat. Rar. 3: 32. 1832 (excl. cit. C. javani-cum). — Lectotype (designated here): Myanmar. Tavoy, 8 

			

		

		
			
				December 1827 W.Gomez s.n. [583] in Wallich, Numer. List No. 2583 F (GZU000253967, image!; Fig. 1; isolectotype BM014605635, image!).

				Cinnamomum sulphuratum Nees var. merguiense Meisn. in DC, Prodr. 15(1): 18. 1864. — Lectotype (designated by Kostermans 1998: 200): Myanmar. Mergui, s.d., W.Griffith s.n. [in herb. Wight] (G , not seen; isolectotype fragm. NY00354992, image!).

				Cinnamomum tavoyanum sensu Kosterm., Reinwardtia 11: 203. 1998, non Meisn., 1864.

				Regarding C. sulphuratum var. oblongifo-lium, Kostermans’s (1998: 203) designation of a lectotype, citing two herbaria, is not effective 
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				Fig. 1. Lectotype of Cin-namomum myanmarense Chakrab. & Anand Kumar (GZU000253967). © Karl-Franzens-University of Graz, Herbarium GZU. Reproduced with the per-mission. https://gzu.jacq.org/GZU000253967
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				under Turland et al. (2018: Art. 9.3). We have selected the specimen with flowers at GZU as the lectotype of the name.

				Cinnamomum tavoyanum Meisn.

				in DC., Prodr. 15(1): 20. 1864. — Lectotype (designated here): Myanmar. Tavoy, 18 December 1827 Wallich (Herb. Birman.) 140 [= 1361] (G00693898, image!; Fig. 2; isolecto-types G00693897, NY00354994, images!).

				Cinnamomum lucens Miq., Ann. Mus. Bot. Lugduno-

			

		

		
			
				Batavi 1: 261. 1864. — Lectotype (designated by Koster-mans 1998: 200): Myanmar. Mergui, without date, Grif-fith 713 (L0119771, image!; isolectotypes B100277079, P00757039, images!).

				Specimens examined. Cinnamomum myanmarense. Myanmar. Mergui, Griffith 787 (L1791497); Mergui distr., Brandis’s collector 194 (DD); Tavoy distr., P.T. Russell 2082 (CAL); Mergui, Tavoy, Shaik Mokim 285 (CAL). — Cinna-momum tavoyanum. Myanmar. Mergui, A.Meebold 14876 (L0309636); Tavoy distr., R.N. Parker 2175 (DD); Mintha Sakan, R.N. Parker 2194 (DD); Zimba Valley, R.N. Parker 2234 (DD); Tenasserim [or Andamans], J.W. Helfer Kew Distrib. No. 4245 (U1400124).
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				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Cin-namomum tavoyanum Meisn. (G00693898). © Conservatoire et Jardin-botaniques de la Ville de Genève. https://www.ville-ge.ch/musinfo/bd/cjb/chg/adetail.php?id=672592&base=img&lang=en
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Chakrabarty T. & Kumar A. 2025: Revisiting the taxonomy of Myanmar endemics Cinnamomum
lucens and C. tavoyanum (Lauraceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 161-164.

Cinnamomum lucens Miq. is synonymised under C. favoyanum Meisn. and the latter
name is lectotypified. Cinnamomum myanmarense Chakrab. & Anand Kumar, nom.
nov. is proposed for C. tavoyanum sensu Kosterm., replacing C. sulphuratum Nees var.
oblongifolium Nees, and this name is also lectotypified.

According to de Kok (2019), Cinnamomum
(Lauraceae) comprises about 350 species distrib-
uted in tropical Asia, Australia and the west-
ern Pacific; however, POWO lists 234 accepted
species  (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:
Isid:ipni.org:names:328262-2#children). Koster-
mans (1998) recognised 11 species for Myan-
mar. During our ongoing studies on the Indo-
Burmese Cinnamomum, we found that Hooker
(1886) synonymised the name C. lucens Miq.
with C. tavoyanum Meisn.; both names have been
used for species endemic to Myanmar. However,
Kostermans (1998) reinstated C. /ucens as a spe-
cies distinct from C. favoyanum, recognised by
alternate leaves with lateral primary veins ending
much before the leaf tips (vs. opposite to subop-
posite leaves with lateral primary veins reach-
ing the leaf tips). However, the lectotype of C.
tavoyanum, W.Gomez 583 (G-DC), designated by
Kostermans (1998), is not original material of the
name and represents an entirely different species.
So, the lectotype designation must be superseded
by designating a lectotype from original material
under Turland ef al. (2018; Art. 9.19). The herbar-

um acronyms follow Index Herbariorum (https://
sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).

Meisner (1864: 20), while describing C. favoya-
num, wrote “Circa Tavoy, regni Birman. (Wallich
hb. Birman. n. 140!).” There is indeed a collec-
tion Wallich 140 at G-DC, with two duplicates.
Hence, we hereby re-designate a lectotype of C.
tavoyanum based on the better specimen of these
two duplicates at G-DC. We find that the type of
C. tavoyanum matches well with the type of C.
lucens (L and B, see below); hence, these two spe-
cies are merged herein once again (as was done
by Hooker in 1886). Incidentally, the specimen
W.Gomez 583, treated as the type of C. tavoyanum
by Kostermans (1998), is in fact the type of C.
sulphuratum var. oblongifolium Nees, an element
which merits recognition as a distinct species (see
below). As the specific epithet oblongifolium is
preoccupied by C. oblongifolium Lukman, we
propose here a new name C. myanmarense for
C. sulphuratum var. oblongifolium, to accom-
modate this distinct taxon previously treated as C.
tavoyanum by Kostermans (1998). Cinnamomum
myanmarense can be easily distinguished from
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