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				Hoang S.T., Xi H.-C., Shen J.-Y. & Wang W.-G. 2025: Microchirita baolamensis (Gesneriaceae), a new species from Vietnam. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 135–138.

				Microchirita baolamensis T.S. Hoang, W.G. Wang & H.C. Xi (Gesneriaceae) is described and illustrated as a new species from Vietnam. It resembles M. involucrata and M. rupestris, but differs from them by its cristate inflorescence, purple corolla tube with yellow stripes and eglandular pubescence, and free anthers. It further differs from M. involucrata by a partly pubescent ovary and an eglandularly pubescent style. Based on IUCN categories and criteria, the species is assessed as Critically Endangered (CR).

			

		

		
			
				Microchirita was previously treated as a section of Chirita (Wood 1974) but, based on molecular and morphological data, it is currently recog-nized as an independent genus (Möller et al. 2009, Wang et al. 2011, Weber et al. 2011). Microchirita encompasses 52 accepted species distributed in karst habitats of tropical Asia, from India to South China, Indochina and Malay Archi-pelago, and the center of diversity is in Thai-land (Weber et al. 2011, Middleton & Triboun 2013, Puglisi et al. 2016, Puglisi & Middleton 2017, Rafidah 2017, Middleton et al. 2023, 2024, https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77112929-1). Eight species of Micro-chirita have been reported from Vietnam (Xin et al. 2023). Many species of Microchirita have a cristate inflorescence and a characteristic leaf arrangement, with a single basal leaf and sub-sequent opposite leaves (Puglisi & Middleton 2017).

			

		

		
			
				During a botanical field survey in northern Vietnam in November 2023, we discovered a peculiar Microchirita species with unusual flow-ers in Ly Bon Commune, Bao Lam District, Cao Bang Province. After comparison with other species of the genus, examination of herbar-ium specimens and the relevant literature cited above, it became clear that the specimens rep-resented an undescribed species. The herbarium acronyms are according to Index Herbariorum (https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).

				Microchirita baolamensis T.S. Hoang, W.G. Wang & H.C. Xi, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

				Type: Vietnam. Cao Bang Province, Bao Lam District, Ly Bon Commune, 22°56´02´´N, 105°32´42´´E, 187 m a.s.l., 4 November 2023 S.T. Hoang, W. Wang, D. Tian & B. Chen HTS2578 (holotype VAFS; isotype HITBC). — Paratype: 

			

		

		
			
				Publisher’s note, added on 29 September 2025: The correct date of publication is 9 May 2025, not 9 April 2025.
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				Fig. 1. Microchirita baolamensis. — A: Habitat (photographed 4 November 2023). — B: Flowering plant. — C: Leaf blade, adaxial and abaxial surface. — D: Inflorescence. — E: Flower, front view. — F: Flower, side view. — G: Dis-sected corolla. — H: Stamens. — I: Pistil. B–F and I from the paratype; G and H from the holotype.
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				Same place and date, W.G. Wang, S.T. Hoang, D.K. Tian & B. Chen, Vie 16 (HITBC).

				Etymology: The specific epithet baolamensis refers to the type locality in Bao Lam District, Cao Bang Province, Vietnam.

				Annual herb, to 25 cm tall. Stems erect, glabrous. Leaves opposite except for basal leaf; petiole absent or to 0.7 cm long; leaf blade ovate, 5–17 × 3–8 cm, adaxially green, eglan-dular pubescent, abaxially pale green, sparsely eglandular pubescent on veins, base cordate to rounded, apex obtuse or acute, margin entire; lateral veins 6–12 on each side of midvein. Inflorescences cristate, 3–12-flowered; pedun-cles reduced; bracts absent. Pedicel 8–17 mm long, sparsely eglandular pubescent. Calyx 5-lobed to base, lobes subequal, linear-lanceo-late, 9–13 mm long, sparsely eglandular pubes-cent to subglabrous. Corolla 20–25 mm long, outside dark purple, eglandular pubescent; tube 15–18 mm long, slightly curved downwards, basal part narrow, white to purple inside, upper part broadening gradually, dark purple inside with four ventral, longitudinal yellow stripes separated by three dark purple lines ventrally; upper lip 2-lobed, lobes purple with blurred longitudinal dark purple lines, ca. 4 mm long, ca. 5 mm wide, apex almost rounded; lower lip 3-lobed, lobes purple with longitudinal dark purple lines, subequal, ca. 5 mm long, 5–6 mm wide, apex almost rounded. Stamens arising 9–10 mm above corolla base; filaments twisted, 5–6 mm long, dark purple, glabrous; 

			

		

		
			
				anthers free, ca. 1 mm long, hairy, hairs dark red, ca. 1 mm long; staminodes very short. Pistil 15–17 mm long; ovary 5–6 mm long, basal part glabrous, upper part eglandular pubescent; style 8–9 mm long, eglandular pubescent. Stigma 2-lobed, dark purple. Capsule narrow, curved, 20–40 mm long, 1.5–2 mm in diameter. Flower-ing observed in November.

				Distribution and habitat. Currently known only from the type locality and found growing on damp rocks along Highway 34 under forest canopy on a karst mountain at ca. 187 m a.s.l.

				Conservation assessment: Field surveys are still limited and only one occurrence with about 200 individuals has been found up to now. The extent of occurrence (EOO) is less than 100 km2, and the area of occupancy (AOO) is less than 10 km2. Due to proximity to a highway, the plants are susceptible to human activities. According to the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria), the new species is ten-tatively assessed as ‘Critically Endangered’ (CR, B1B2ab(iii,v)C2a(ii)).

				Microchirita baolamensis morphologically resembles M. involucrata in the corolla size and colour but can be distinguished from the latter by several characters (Table 1). Microchirita baola-mensis also resembles M. rupestris in the corolla size, colour of the corolla lobes, and indumen-tum of the ovary and style, but again there are clear differences between the two species (Table 1). From some other Vietnamese species 

			

		

		
			
				Table 1. Morphological comparison of Microchirita baolamensis, M. involucrata and M. rupestris (data on the latter two from Puglisi & Middleton 2017 and Rafidah 2017).

					M. baolamensis	M. involucrata	M. rupestris

				Inflorescence	cristate	axillary, cymose	axillary, branched cyme

				Corolla tube

				 colour	purple with four yellow	purple white with a yellow marking

					stripes ventrally inside	ventrally in throat

				 indumentum	eglandular pubescent	glandular pubescent outside	glabrous or sparsely hairy

					outside	outside

				Anthers	free	apically joined by connective	apically joined by connective

				Ovary indumentum	basal part glabrous, upper	glabrous	basal part glabrous, upper

					part eglandular pubescent	part densely eglandular

					pubescent

				Style indumentum	eglandular pubescent	glandular pubescent	eglandular pubescent
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				with purple corolla, such as M. aratriformis, M. barbata and M. lavandulacea, M. baolamensis differs by the distinctive colour pattern of the corolla tube, with four yellow stripes separated by three dark purple lines, as well as by having free anthers, which is a very rare character in Microchirita.
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Microchirita baolamensis T.S. Hoang, W.G. Wang & H.C. Xi (Gesneriaceae) is
described and illustrated as a new species from Vietnam. It resembles M. involucrata
and M. rupestris, but differs from them by its cristate inflorescence, purple corolla tube
with yellow stripes and eglandular pubescence, and free anthers. It further differs from
M. involucrata by a partly pubescent ovary and an eglandularly pubescent style. Based
on IUCN categories and criteria, the species is assessed as Critically Endangered (CR).

Microchirita was previously treated as a section
of Chirita (Wood 1974) but, based on molecular
and morphological data, it is currently recog-
nized as an independent genus (Moller ef al.
2009, Wang et al. 2011, Weber et al. 2011).
Microchirita encompasses 52 accepted species
distributed in karst habitats of tropical Asia, from
India to South China, Indochina and Malay Archi-
pelago, and the center of diversity is in Thai-
land (Weber ef al. 2011, Middleton & Triboun
2013, Puglisi et al. 2016, Puglisi & Middleton
2017, Rafidah 2017, Middleton et al. 2023, 2024,
https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.
org:names:77112929-1). Eight species of Micro-
chirita have been reported from Vietnam (Xin
et al. 2023). Many species of Microchirita have
a cristate inflorescence and a characteristic leaf
arrangement, with a single basal leaf and sub-
sequent opposite leaves (Puglisi & Middleton
2017).

During a botanical field survey in northern
Vietnam in November 2023, we discovered a
peculiar Microchirita species with unusual flow-
ers in Ly Bon Commune, Bao Lam District,
Cao Bang Province. After comparison with other
species of the genus, examination of herbar-
um specimens and the relevant literature cited
above, it became clear that the specimens rep-
resented an undescribed species. The herbarium
acronyms are according to Index Herbariorum
(https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/).

Microchirita baolamensis T.S. Hoang,
W.G. Wang & H.C. Xi, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

Type: Vietnam. Cao Bang Province, Bao Lam District, Ly
Bon Commune, 22°56°02"'N, 105°32°42"'E, 187 m a.s.l, 4
November 2023 S.7. Hoang, W. Wang, D. Tian & B. Chen
HTS2578 (holotype VAFS; isotype HITBC). — PaARATYPE:
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