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				Sabia wudangensis Q.L. Gan & Z.W. Ke (Sabiaceae) is described and illustrated as a new species from western Hubei Province, central China. It morphologically resembles S. paniculata, S. limoniacea and S. swinhoei, but differs from them by having green twigs; narrow oblong-elliptic or narrowly elliptic-obovate leaves with dorsally glabrous laminae; a shorter petiole; an inflorescence pubescent with curved hairs; petals without purplish red stripes; 5 or 4 stamens that lack purplish red spots; and an endocarp that has 2–3 marginal foveolate cavity lines, concave surfaces and lacking a protruding midrib.

			

		

		
			
				Sabia (Sabiaceae) has 26 accepted species dis-tributed in South and Southeast Asia (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:36018-1). Seventeen of the species occur in China and seven of them are endemic (Wu 1985, Bu et al. 2023, https://www.iplant.cn/info/Sabia?t=foc). The Sabiaceae contains the genera Sabia, Meliosma and Ophiocaryon. The first two are native to tropical and subtropical Asia, includ-ing the Solomon Islands, while the third genus is mainly confined to Central and South America (Water 1980). The genera are distinguished from each other mainly by flower shape, style length in mature fruits (Water 1980), inflorescence type and/or schizocarp shape (Wu 1985).

				In 2022–2023, during field investigations in the Wuduofeng Nature Reserve in Wudang Mountain, Hubei Province, central China, we collected specimens of an unidentified species of 

			

		

		
			
				Sabia. The specimens morphologically resem-bled S. paniculata, S. limoniacea and S. swin-hoei, as they had hairy shoots, leathery leaves, cymo-panicles, hairy peduncles, long narrow petals and a hairless ovary. After a comprehen-sive study using relevant literature (Wu 1985, Guo & Anthony 2010), we concluded that the specimens represented an undescribed species.

				All morphological characters were measured with dissecting microscopes (Chongqing COIC, ZSA0850). The terminology follows Harris and Harris (1994).

				Sabia wudangensis Q.L. Gan & Z.W. Ke, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

				Type: China. Hubei Province, Wuduofeng Nature Reserve, Danjiangkou City, Wudang Mountain (flowering), 455 m 
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				Fig. 1. Sabia wudangensis (A–K from type material, photographed at the type locality in June ‎2022; L and M from fruiting plants, photographed at the type locality in September 2023). — A: Habit. — B: Branches and leaves. — C: Pubescence on stems. — D: Leaves. — E: Abaxial surface of leaf. — F: Inflorescence without bracts. — G: Inflo-rescence with leaf-like bracts. — H: Bracts. — I: Leaf-like bracts. — J: Flower. — K: Flower with petals removed, showing sepals. — L: Fruit. — M: Seeds.
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				a.s.l., 32°22´06.6´´N, 111°09´41.3´´E, 21 April 2022 Qi-Liang Gan 3343-1 (holotype and isotype PE). — Paratypes: Same locality and date as holotype (flowering), Qi-Liang Gan 3343-2 (PE); Danjiangkou City (fruiting), 407 m a.s.l., 8 September 2023 Zun-wei Ke 3353 (PE); 422 m a.s.l., 8 September 2023 Zun-wei Ke 3354 (PE).

				Etymology. The specific epithet is derived from the type locality, Wudang Mountain.

				Evergreen climbers or leaning lianas, 1–3 m tall or more. Twigs green, densely pubescent with curved hairs, old branches also green and simi-larly pubescent. Leaves subleathery, abaxial face pale; blade narrow oblong-elliptic or narrowly elliptic-obovate from cuneate base, 3.5–12 × 1.5–3.3 cm; apex caudate, acuminate or acute; margin slightly undulate, entire or shallowly crenate; midvein slightly impressed adaxially, densely pubescent, raised abaxially, densely pubescent with curved hairs; lateral veins 3–7 pairs, fur-cate reticulated 2–3.5 mm near margin; reticulate veins sparse, adaxially inconspicuous, abaxially distinct; petiole 4–11 mm long, pubescent with curved hairs. Inflorescences axillary, subumbel-late panicles or cymes, sometimes short-corym-bose with 2–3 flowers; peduncles 1–5 cm long and 1–3 mm in diameter, densely spreading and pilose with curved pale yellow hairs; 1 large leaf-like bract or 1 white small bract basal; branches 1–3 in upper part, each with a smaller green leaf-like bract or a vestigial yellowish, membranous bract, some ebracteate. Pedicels ebracteate or with 1–2 bracts 1–2 mm long in middle-lower part. Sepals 5, green, broadly ovate, 0.5–6 × 0.4–0.5 mm, apex acute. Petals 5, pale yellow, 6–8 × 1 mm, apex slightly bent inward. Stamens 5, rarely 4, about 2 mm long, filaments flattened, anthers round. Disk shallow, cup-shaped, shortly dentate-lobed. Style subulate. Ovary ovoid, gla-brous. Fruit blue to purplish black when mature. Schizocarp oval, 9–10 × 8–9 mm. Endocarp pale brown, suborbicular, ca. 6–7 mm in diameter; with 2–3 marginal foveolate cavity lines, both surfaces concave, protruding midrib lacking. Flowering from late April to early May, fruiting from August to October.

				Distribution and habitat. Sabia wudangen-sis is found in the Wuduofeng Nature Reserve in 

			

		

		
			
				Wudang Mountain of Hubei Province. It mostly grows in a wet gorge, under forest at ca. 400–450 m a.s.l.

				Conservation assessment. During our field investigations in 2022 and 2023, we found hun-dreds of individuals in a single gorge in the Wuduofeng Nature Reserve. We believe the dis-tribution is much wider than what is now known. Therefore, we assess S. wudangensis to belong to the Least Concern category (LC) (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria).

				Sabia wudangensis is most similar to S. pani-culata in having hairy twigs, subleathery leaves, subumbellate panicles or cymes, sometimes short-corymbose with 2–3 flowers, hairy pedun-cle, long and narrow petals and glabrous ovary. It also morphologically resembles S. limoniacea and S. swinhoei. There are, however, several dif-ferences between S. wudangensis and the other three species (Appendix 1).
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				Appendix 1. Morphological comparison of Sabia wudangensis, S. paniculata, S. limoniacea and S. swinhoei (data on the three latter from Wu 1985).

					S. wudangensis	S. paniculata	S. limoniacea	S. swinhoei

				Twigs	densely pubescent	hispidulous	glabrous	pilose with long

					and straight hairs

				Leaf blade	leathery, margin slightly	leathery, margin	leathery	papery or thinly

					undulate, entire or	entire, without	leathery

					shallowly crenate	undulations

				Leaf surface	abaxially glabrous but	abaxially puberulent	both surfaces	abaxially pilose

					densely pubescent on	glabrous	with short hairs

					midvein	or pilose only on

					midvein

				Flowering time	April–May	January–April	August–November	March–April

				Inflorescence cymes or panicles,	cymes 3-6-flowered,	cymes 2-4-flowered,	cymes with (1)2–7

					sometimes short	arranged in a	arranged in a long,	flowers

					corymbose with 2–3	panicle	narrow panicle

					flowers

				Bract	one large leaflike bract or	N/A	sometimes with a one large green

					small white bract at base;	leaflike bract at	leaflike bract at

					small or degenerated	base	base

					membranous bract at

					base of each corymb

				Sepals	without spots, not ciliate	with purple-red	without spots,	with inconspicuous

					stripes and spots	ciliate	red dots outside,

					in middle, ciliate	ciliate

				Petals	pale yellow, without	with 5 purple-red	greenish white to	white to light green,

					stripes	veined stripes	light green, or light	yellow, or purple,

					red, 5–7-veined	5–7-veined

				Filaments without spots	with purple-red	without spost	without spots

					spots

				Fruiting time	August–October	March–August	January–May	July–September

				Endocarp midrib	lacking	present	inconspicuous	inconspicuous

				Endocarp marginal	2–3 rows	3–4 rows	4–5 rows	irregular

				foveolate cavities
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Ke ZW., Liu Q. & Gan Q.L. 2025: Sabia wudangensis (Sabiaceae), a new species from Hubei
Province, China. — Ann. Bot. Fennici62: 127-130.

Sabia wudangensis Q.L. Gan & Z.W. Ke (Sabiaceae) is described and illustrated as a
new species from western Hubei Province, central China. It morphologically resembles
S. paniculata, S. limoniacea and S. swinhoei, but differs from them by having green
twigs; narrow oblong-elliptic or narrowly elliptic-obovate leaves with dorsally glabrous
laminae; a shorter petiole; an inflorescence pubescent with curved hairs; petals without
purplish red stripes; 5 or 4 stamens that lack purplish red spots; and an endocarp that has
2-3 marginal foveolate cavity lines, concave surfaces and lacking a protruding midrib.

Sabia (Sabiaceae) has 26 accepted species dis-
tributed in South and Southeast Asia (https://
powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:
names:36018-1). Seventeen of the species occur
in China and seven of them are endemic (Wu
1985, Bu et al. 2023, https://www.iplant.cn/info/
Sabia?t=foc). The Sabiaceae contains the genera
Sabia, Meliosma and Ophiocaryon. The first two
are native to tropical and subtropical Asia, includ-
ing the Solomon Islands, while the third genus is
mainly confined to Central and South America
(Water 1980). The genera are distinguished from
each other mainly by flower shape, style length
in mature fruits (Water 1980), inflorescence type
and/or schizocarp shape (Wu 1985).

In 20222023, during field investigations
in the Wuduofeng Nature Reserve in Wudang
Mountain, Hubei Province, central China, we
collected specimens of an unidentified species of

Sabia. The specimens morphologically resem-
bled S. paniculata, S. limoniacea and S. swin-
hoei, as they had hairy shoots, leathery leaves,
cymo-panicles, hairy peduncles, long narrow
petals and a hairless ovary. After a comprehen-
sive study using relevant literature (Wu 1985,
Guo & Anthony 2010), we concluded that the
specimens represented an undescribed species.

All morphological characters were measured
with dissecting microscopes (Chongqing COIC,
ZSA0850). The terminology follows Harris and
Harris (1994).

Sabia wudangensis Q.L. Gan & Z.W. Ke,
sp. nova (Fig. 1)

Type: China. Hubei Province, Wuduofeng Nature Reserve,
Danjiangkou City, Wudang Mountain (flowering), 455 m
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