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				Deroliya P.K. & Meena S.L. 2025: A new combination and lectotypification in Indian Ayenia (Malva-ceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 95–99.

				Ayenia elegans (Ridl.) Deroliya & S.L. Meena, comb. nova, (Malvaceae) is proposed here as a replacement name for A. pilosa (Roxb.) T.K. Paul, which is a later homonym of A. pilosa Cristóbal. A second-step lectotype is designated for the name Byttneria elegans Ridl. and lectotypes are designated for the names B. herbacea Roxb. and B. pilosa var. pellita Gagnep.

			

		

		
			
				The pantropical genus Byttneria belongs to Mal-vaceae subfam. Byttnerioideae (APG IV 2016, Somkuwar 2020). Ayenia, a genus confined to the New World, is closely related to Byttneria, which is primarily distinguished from Ayenia by its petals having a distinct apical portion (the petal blade) that is not fused to the staminal tube (Brizicky 1966).

				Cristóbal (1960, 1976) revised the genera Ayenia s. stricto and the New World species of Byttneria. Whitlock and Hale (2011) nested the genus Byttneria within Ayenia, based on molecu-lar phylogenetic studies. Later, Christenhusz and Byng (in Christenhusz et al. 2018) transferred 119 binomials of Byttneria into Ayenia because of nomenclatural priority of the latter genus. Following the current generic circumscriptions in the subfamily Byttnerioideae (Whitlock & Hale 2011, Christenhusz et al. 2018, Dorr 2023), Paul (2024) proposed two new combinations in Ayenia. Of those, Ayenia pilosa (Roxb.) T.K. Paul is a later homonym of Ayenia pilosa Cris-tóbal (Cristóbal 1960) and hence illegitimate according to Turland et al. (2018: Art. 53.1). 

			

		

		
			
				Therefore, a new name and combination are needed.

				In addition, we designate lectotypes as per the guidelines and recommendations of Turland et al. (2018: Art. 9) for the names Byttneria ele-gans Ridl., B. pilosa Roxb., B. pilosa var. pellita Gagnep. and B. herbacea Roxb. The lectotypifi-cations by Paul (2024) were ineffective, as he did not use the phrase “designated here” or a linguis-tic equivalent (Turland et al. 2018: Art. 7.11).

				Ayenia elegans (Ridl.) Deroliya & S.L. Meena, comb. nova

				Byttneria elegans Ridl., J. Straits Branch Roy. Asiat. Soc. 57: 25. 1910 [‘Buttneria’]. — Lectotype (first-step designated by Craib 1931, second-step here): Malaysia. Perak, “[Ulu] Temengoh islands in the river”, [July 1909], Ridley s.n. [14697] (K001273711, image!). — Remaining syntypes: Malaysia. Perak, “Kuala Kenering, scrambling over bushes”, [July 1909], Ridley s.n. [14697] (BM013861316, image!); Pahang, Kuala Tembeling, 1891, Ridley s.n. [No. 2569], (K000671977, image!).

				Byttneria pilosa Roxb., Fl. Ind. [ed. Carey & Wall.] 2: 381. 1824 & Hort. Bengal. 18. 1814, nom. nud., as ‘Butt-
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				neria’. — Commersonia pilosa (Roxb.) G. Don, Gen. Hist. 2: 524. 1832. — Chaetaea pilosa (Roxb.) Adelb., Bekn. Fl. Java 107: 11. 1944. — Ayenia indica Christenh. & Byng, Global Fl. 4: 136. 2018, nom. illeg., nom. superfl. — Ayenia pilosa (Roxb.) T.K. Paul, Pleione 18(3): 395. 2024, nom. illeg, non A. pilosa Cristóbal, Opera Lilloana 4: 185. 1960. — Lectotype (designated by Cristóbal 1976): Icones Rox-burghianae No. 2044 (K); isolectotype CAL, image!).

				Byttneria pilosa var. pellita Gagnep., Fl. Indo-Chine 1(5): 517. 1910. — Lectotype (designated here): Laos. Pon-pissai, Thorel s.n. [3184] (P02286148, image!). — Remain-ing syntype: Laos. Lakhon, Thorel s.n. [3184] (P02286147, image!).

				Ridley (1910) wrote “It [material of Byttne-ria elegans] was distributed in my Pahang col-lections but seems to have been overlooked in the Materials”. This clarifies that the specimen (Ridley No. 2569, K000671977, image!), col-lected during his previous expedition to Pahang (Kuala Tembeling) in 1891, was not before him when he was describing B. elegans and that he could not have assigned the number 2569 to it, as he did not number the specimens in the field but only upon studying them later (Burkill 1927). However, he had some written information in a field notebook related to the specimen at that time. It is not part of the protologue, but original material of Ridley’s nevertheless. We traced three specimens of B. elegans collected by Ridley from the Malay Peninsula (K001273711, K000671977, BM013861316). Craib (1931) mentioned that the type came from Perak, but Ridley collected two specimens there, from different localities, as men-tioned in the protologue (“Temengoh islands in the river” and “Kuala Kenering, scrambling over bushes”). Burkill (1927: 151) corrected the local-ity name Kuala Kenering to Kuala Kendrong. According to Stafleu and Cowan (1983), Ridley’s main herbarium and types are deposited at K (except specimens from Fernando do Noronha, Brazil). We designate the specimen K001273711 (Fig. 1, available at http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K001273711) collected from “[Ulu] Temengoh (Temengor)” as the second-step lec-totype. It is the best-preserved and matches with the protologue. 

				The name Byttneria pilosa (as ‘Buttneria’) first appeared as a nomen nudum in Roxburgh (1814), and it was described only ten years later (Roxburgh 1824). Roxburgh did not, however, mention any particular herbarium but just gave 

			

		

		
			
				the type information as “A native of Chittagong. The flowering time in the botanic garden at Calcutta is September. The seeds are ripe in April.” Roxburgh’s specimens are distributed in various herbaria, with major collections at BM, BR, E, G, K and LIV and smaller sets at B, C, DBN, FI, NY, OXF, P, PH and UPS. His draw-ings, of great importance for the typification of Roxburgh’s species, are at CAL, BM and K (Stafleu & Cowan 1983, Forman 1997, Matthew 2004, Robinson 2008). There are many instances where a Roxburgh drawing is far superior to a corresponding specimen for the purpose of inter-preting the name of a species, in which case the drawing would be preferable to serve as the type (Forman 1997). We unsuccessfully tried to trace specimen(s) conforming to the type informa-tion of the name B. pilosa. Therefore, following Cristóbal (1976), Roxburgh’s drawing (Icones Roxburghianae) with ‘Roxburgh No. 2044’ at K, is accepted as original material. It depicts the characters mentioned in the protologue and is the only drawing of Roxburgh related to B. pilosa at K. However, another drawing ‘Roxburgh No. 2044’ of similar importance at CAL has been published by Botanical Survey of India (1968) (available at https://archive.bsi.gov.in/botanical-details?link=874K3570Z80117BV).

				The proposal by Christenhusz and Byng (in Christenhusz et al. 2018), that the name Byttne-ria pilosa should be replaced by Ayenia indica, violates the regulations in Turland et al. (2018: Art. 11.4). 

				We traced two specimens of B. pilosa var. pellita Gagnep. collected from Laos by Clovis Thorel (P02286147 and P02286148). Among these, P02286148 (available at https://science.mnhn.fr/institution/mnhn/collection/p/item/p02286148), collected from Pon-pissai, is the best-preserved, matches with the protologue and is thus designated here as the lectotype.

				Ayenia herbacea (Roxb.) T.K. Paul

				Pleione 18(3): 395. 2024. — Byttneria herbacea Roxb., Pl. Coromandel 1: 28, t. 29. 1795. — Commersonia herbacea (Roxb.) G. Don, Gen. Hist. 1: 523. 1831. — Lectotype (designated here): Roxburgh 1795: figure 29, accompanying the protologue. — Remaining original material: Icones Rox-burghianae, No. 190 (K and CAL, image!).

			

		

	
		
			
				97	Deroliya & Meena: A new combination and lectotypification in Indian Ayenia • Ann. BOT. Fennici Vol. 62

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Fig. 1. Lectotype of Byttneria elegans Ridl. (K001273711). © The Board of Trustees of the RBG, Kew. Published with permission.
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				The name Byttneria herbacea (as ‘Buttne-ria’) first appeared in Roxburgh’s (1795) Plants of the Coast of Coromandel along with a col-oured drawing (No. 29). The type information was given as “...a native of the tops of the mountains”, but no specimens were cited. Rox-burgh collected numerous specimens and sent them to correspondents, but he did not keep a personal reference set, relying on the draw-ings and descriptions instead. Guided by Sealy 

			

		

		
			
				(1956), Forman (1997) and Noltie et al. (2021), our thorough search for specimens yielded two sheets (each containing two specimens) from the herbarium of Robert James Shuttleworth (BM). Neither of them bears Roxburgh’s writ-ing. One of the specimens is annotated ‘Pen-insula Ind. Orient.’ and the other “190”, but by a later hand. Plants of the Coast of Coro-mandel was an outcome of Roxburgh’s three hundred drawings from his earlier days on the Coast of Coromandel. Each drawing is accom-panied by a description in English, published by Sir Joseph Banks (1795–1820). However, most of Roxburgh’s drawings remained unpub-lished. His original set of drawings, the Rox-burgh’s Icones, is kept at CAL, while a set of facsimiles was sent to London in 1858 and is kept at Kew (Matthew 2004, Noltie et al. 2021). Sealy (1956) emphasized the importance of Roxburgh’s Icones and Forman (1997) con-cluded that in many cases a Roxburgh drawing is far superior to the corresponding specimen. Sealy (1956) and Sanjappa (1994) mentioned that there are two copies of Roxburgh’s drawing No. 190 available, one at K and another at CAL (available at https://archive.bsi.gov.in/botanical-details?link=711Y9266Q64540GR). After stud-ying the available materials, we designate the Illustration 29 (Fig. 2) published in Plants of the Coast of Coromandel, which is almost the same as ‘Icones Roxburghianae, No. 190’, as the lec-totype of the name Byttneria herbacea.
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				Fig. 2. Lectotype of Byttneria herbacea Roxb. (Rox-burgh 1795: fig. 29).
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Deroliya P.K. & Meena S.L. 2025: A new combination and lectotypification in Indian Ayenia (Malva-

ceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 95-99.

Ayenia elegans (Ridl.) Deroliya & S.L. Meena, comb. nova, (Malvaceae) is proposed
here as a replacement name for 4. pilosa (Roxb.) T.K. Paul, which is a later homonym
of A. pilosa Cristobal. A second-step lectotype is designated for the name Byttneria
elegans Ridl. and lectotypes are designated for the names B. herbacea Roxb. and B.

pilosa var. pellita Gagnep.

The pantropical genus Byttneria belongs to Mal-
vaceae subfam. Byttnerioideae (APG IV 2016,
Somkuwar 2020). Ayenia, a genus confined to
the New World, is closely related to Byttneria,
which is primarily distinguished from Ayenia
by its petals having a distinct apical portion (the
petal blade) that is not fused to the staminal tube
(Brizicky 19606).

Cristobal (1960, 1976) revised the genera
Ayenia s. stricto and the New World species of
Byttneria. Whitlock and Hale (2011) nested the
genus Byttneria within Ayenia, based on molecu-
lar phylogenetic studies. Later, Christenhusz and
Byng (in Christenhusz et al. 2018) transferred
119 binomials of Byttneria into Ayenia because
of nomenclatural priority of the latter genus.
Following the current generic circumscriptions
in the subfamily Byttnerioideae (Whitlock &
Hale 2011, Christenhusz et al. 2018, Dorr 2023),
Paul (2024) proposed two new combinations
in Ayenia. Of those, Ayenia pilosa (Roxb.) T.K.
Paul is a later homonym of Ayenia pilosa Cris-
tobal (Cristobal 1960) and hence illegitimate
according to Turland ef al. (2018: Art. 53.1).

Therefore, a new name and combination are
needed.

In addition, we designate lectotypes as per
the guidelines and recommendations of Turland
et al. (2018: Art. 9) for the names Byttneria ele-
gans Ridl., B. pilosa Roxb., B. pilosa var. pellita
Gagnep. and B. herbacea Roxb. The lectotypifi-
cations by Paul (2024) were ineffective, as he did
not use the phrase “designated here” or a linguis-
tic equivalent (Turland ef al. 2018: Art. 7.11).

Ayenia elegans (Ridl.) Deroliya &
S.L. Meena, comb. nova

Byttneria elegans Ridl., J. Straits Branch Roy. Asiat. Soc. 57:
25. 1910 [‘Buttneria’]. — LectotypE (first-step designated
by Craib 1931, second-step here): Malaysia. Perak, “[Ulu]
Temengoh islands in the river”, [July 1909], Ridley s.n.
[14697] (K001273711, image!). — REMAINING SYNTYPES:
Malaysia. Perak, “Kuala Kenering, scrambling over bushes”,
[July 1909], Ridley s.n. [14697] (BM013861316, image!);
Pahang, Kuala Tembeling, 1891, Ridley s.n. [No. 2569],
(K000671977, image!).

Byttneria pilosa Roxb., Fl. Ind. [ed. Carey & Wall.] 2:
381. 1824 & Hort. Bengal. 18. 1814, nom. nud., as ‘Butt-
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