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				Persicaria tirathgarhensis K.C. Mohan (Polygonaceae) is described and illustrated as a new species from Bastar District, Chhattisgarh State, India. It morphologically resembles P. chinensis, but differs from it by having a wingless petiole, ciliate ochreae, smaller heads, short pedicel, short perianth lobes, fewer stamens and two styles, and small, biconvex achenes.

			

		

		
			
				Persicaria belongs to the tribe Persicarieae (Polygonaceae), along with the genera Aco-nogonon, Bistorta, Koenigia and Rubrivena. It currently includes 131 accepted spe-cies and 12 hybrids (https://powo.science.kew.org/results?f=species_f%2Caccepted_names&q=persicaria). Persicaria is closely related to Polygonum, but differs from it by having flowers without appendages, similar tepals arranged in one whorl and with three primary veins, and non-dilated filaments (Ronse Decraene & Akeroyd 1988, Ronse Decraene & Smets 1991, Sanchez et al. 2011). In India, Persicaria comprises 75 species with 28 intraspecific varie-ties (Srivastava 2014), one of the species being endemic to India (Singh et al. 2015). Seven spe-cies and two subspecies have so far been reported from Chhattisgarh State in eastern-central India.

				During an assessment of forest resources in Bastar District of Chhattisgarh State, I found peculiar specimens of Persicaria in wet rocky crevices near the Tirathgarh water-fall. They resembled P. chinensis, but after thorough examination of their morphological 

			

		

		
			
				characters, relevant literature (Hooker 1890, Li et al. 2003, Srivastava 2014); and speci-mens deposited in CAL, BSID and BSD (her-barium acronyms according to Index Herbario-rum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/), as well as at https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:60433517-2/images and https://species.data.kew.org/species/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:60433516-2#gallery, I concluded I had an undescribed species at hand.

				Persicaria tirathgarhensis K.C. Mohan, sp. nova (Fig. 1)

				Type: India. Chhattisgarh State, Bastar District, Kanger Ghati National Park, near Tirathgarh waterfall, 18°54´50.22´´N, 81°51´52.76´´, 605 m a.s.l., 30 January 2024 K. Chandramo-han 0018 (holotype and isotype BSID).

				Etymology: The species is named after the type locality near the Tirathgarh waterfall, Bastar District, Chhattisgarh State, India.

				Ascending to erect herb, up to 80 cm tall; stems branched, reddish, striate, retrorsely hispid 
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				along grooves, roots arising from proximal nodes. Leaves petiolate; petiole 2–10 mm, not winged, reddish; leaf blade lanceolate, 5.5–11 × 0.5–1.5 cm, glabrous, retrorsely hispid along margins, truncate or acute at base, entire along margins, acute to acuminate at apex, reddish when young; ochreae brown, tubular, 2–2.4 cm long, membranous, many-nerved, glabrous, oblique at apex, ciliate. Involucral leaf absent. Inflorescence terminal, in capitate or globose heads, 1.2–1.4 × 1–1.2 cm, usually 5–8 heads aggregated paniculate branches; peduncles densely glandular-hairy; bracts broadly ovate, 

			

		

		
			
				brown, 3–3.5 mm long, many-nerved from base, glabrous, apex ciliate, each bract 1- or 2-flowered. Flowers creamy to pinkish, 1–3 per ochreate fascicle, compacted into globose heads, pedicelled; pedicel 1 mm long, glabrous; Peri-anth white or pinkish, 2.5–2.7 mm long, 5-lobed, lobes ovate, ca. 2 × 1.5–1.7 mm, fused below ¼ portion of its length, obscurely 3-nerved from base, obtuse at apex, glabrous, accrescent in fruit, 3 mm long. Stamens 5 or 6, included, inserted between perianth lobes; filaments 0.5–0.65 mm long, filiform, not dilated, glabrous; anthers 0.15–0.2 mm long, dithecous. Ovary 
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				Fig. 1. Persicaria tirath-garhensis (from the holo-type). — A: Habitat. — B and C: Leaves. — D: Ochrea. — E: Peduncle. — F: Flowering head. — G: Flower. — H: Perianth. — I: Ovary. — J: Anthers. — K: Perianth enclosing fruit. — L: Achene.
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				Table 1. Comparison of morphological characters of Persicaria tirathgarhensis and P. chinensis (data on the latter from Hooker 1890: 44, Li et al. 2003: 300, and images in BSID, https://ivh.bsi.gov.in/phanerogams-general-collec-tion/en?search_bar=Persicaria+chinensis&selection=Scientific_Name).

					P. tirathgarhensis	P. chinensis

				Stem	striate, retrorsely hispid along grooves;	glabrous or wholly retrorsely hispid;

					roots arising from proximal nodes	no roots arising from proximal nodes

				Ochreae margins	ciliate	eciliate

				Petiole	not winged	winged at least distally

				Inflorescence	globose terminal heads, 1.2–1.4 ×	terminal or terminal and axillary heads,

					1–1.2 cm	3–6 × 3–6 mm

				Peduncle	ochreae overlapping, margins ciliate	ochreae overlapping, margins eciliate

				Pedicel length (mm)	1	2–3

				Perianth lobe length (mm)	2	3–4 

				Stamen number	usually 5 or 6	usually 8

				Achenes	dark brown; biconvex; 1.7–1.8 ×	black; trigonous; 3–4 × 2–3 mm;

					1.6–1.7 mm; glabrous, shiny	dull, minutely punctuate
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				stipitate, ovate to round, 1 × 0.75 mm, glabrous; styles 2, ca. 1.1 mm long, connate to below middle; stigma 2, capitate, glabrous. Achenes indehiscent, included in dry, accrescent, 3 mm long, non-fleshy perianth, dark brown, biconvex, 1.7–1.8 × 1.6–1.75 mm, glabrous, shiny. Flow-ering and fruiting in December–January.

				Distribution, habitat and conservation status. The new species is known only from near the Tirathgarh waterfall, where it grows in wet, rocky crevices in association with Lim-nophila sp. and Lindernia sp. Few occurrences were found around the waterfall area. Further exploration in the surrounding areas is required to determine the species’ conservation status. It is tentatively assessed as Data Deficient (DD) (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/catego-ries-and-criteria).

				The new species described here is morpho-logically similar to P. chinensis but differs from it by several characters (Table 1).
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Kolagani C. 2025: Persicaria tirathgarhensis (Polygonaceae), a hew species from Chhattisgarh
State, India. — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 63—65.

Persicaria tirathgarhensis K.C. Mohan (Polygonaceae) is described and illustrated
as a new species from Bastar District, Chhattisgarh State, India. It morphologically
resembles P. chinensis, but differs from it by having a wingless petiole, ciliate ochreae,
smaller heads, short pedicel, short perianth lobes, fewer stamens and two styles, and

small, biconvex achenes.

Persicaria belongs to the tribe Persicaricae
(Polygonaceae), along with the genera Aco-
nogonon, Bistorta, Koenigia and Rubrivena.
It currently includes 131 accepted spe-
cies and 12 hybrids (https:/powo.science.
kew.org/results?f=species_f%2Caccepted _
names&q=persicaria). Persicaria is closely
related to Polygonum, but differs from it by
having flowers without appendages, similar tepals
arranged in one whorl and with three primary
veins, and non-dilated filaments (Ronse Decraene
& Akeroyd 1988, Ronse Decraene & Smets
1991, Sanchez et al. 2011). In India, Persicaria
comprises 75 species with 28 intraspecific varie-
ties (Srivastava 2014), one of the species being
endemic to India (Singh et al. 2015). Seven spe-
cies and two subspecies have so far been reported
from Chhattisgarh State in eastern-central India.
During an assessment of forest resources
in Bastar District of Chhattisgarh State, 1
found peculiar specimens of Persicaria in
wet rocky crevices near the Tirathgarh water-
fall. They resembled P chinensis, but after
thorough examination of their morphological

characters, relevant literature (Hooker 1890,
Li et al. 2003, Srivastava 2014); and speci-
mens deposited in CAL, BSID and BSD (her-
barium acronyms according to Index Herbario-
rum, https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/), as
well as at https:/powo.science.kew.org/taxon/
urn:Isid:ipni.org:names:60433517-2/images and
https://species.data.kew.org/species/urn:1sid:ipni.
org:names:60433516-2#gallery, I concluded I
had an undescribed species at hand.

Persicaria tirathgarhensis K.C. Mohan,
sp. nova (Fig. 1)

Type: India. Chhattisgarh State, Bastar District, Kanger Ghati
National Park, near Tirathgarh waterfall, 18°54°50.22"'N,
81°51°52.76"", 605 m a.s.l., 30 January 2024 K. Chandramo-
han 0018 (holotype and isotype BSID).

Etrymorocy: The species is named after the type locality
near the Tirathgarh waterfall, Bastar District, Chhattisgarh
State, India.

Ascending to erect herb, up to 80 cm tall;
stems branched, reddish, striate, retrorsely hispid
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