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				Chakrabarty T., Kumar A. & Ghoshal P.P. 2025: Notes on the taxonomic status of Litsea nigre-scens (Lauraceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 35–37.

				Litsea nigrescens Gamble is recognized and treated as a variety of L. oleoides (Meisn.) Hook.f. It differs from L. oleoides only by having predominantly alternate leaves which in the latter are opposite.

			

		

		
			
				According to de Kok (2021), the genus Litsea (Lauraceae) comprises of about 350 species dis-tributed in tropical Asia, Australia, the Western Pacific, and North and Central America; how-ever, POWO lists 397 accepted species (https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:331725-2#children). Bhuinya and Singh (2024) recognized 51 species for India. During our ongoing studies on the Indian Litsea we found that the peninsular Indian endemic L. nigrescens described by Gamble (1925: 1236) is conspecific with L. oleoides (Hooker 1886: 175), also endemic to peninsular India. However, L. nigrescens differs from the typical L. oleoides by the predominantly alternate leaves which in the latter are opposite (Appendix 1). There is a case of precedence in the Indo-Malesian species L. lan-cifolia, wherein var. alternifolia was recognized from the East Himalayas based on the alternate leaves of the latter and the opposite leaves of the former (Hooker 1886: 159). Hence it seems appropriate to recognize L. nigrescens as a vari-ety of L. oleoides based on this character. High quality field images of the variety can found from Robi and Udayan (2020).

			

		

		
			
				Litsea oleoides (Meisn.) Hook.f. var. nigrescens (Gamble) Chakrab., Anand Kumar & Ghoshal, comb. & stat. nov. (Fig. 1)

				Litsea nigrescens Gamble, Fl. Madras, Pt. 7, 1236. 1925. — Lectotype (designated by Singh 2015: 283): India. Kerala, Travancore hills, 1889 T.F. Bourdillon 48 (K000357614, image!). Syntypes: Same locality, without date, T.F. Bour-dillon 998 (K000357613, image!; CAL, 4 sheets, without barcodes!).

				Specimens examined: — Litsea oleoides var. oleoides. India. Kerala: Idukki District, C.N. Mohanan 77970 (CAL, MH); Palakkad District, E. Vajravelu 48945 (CAL, MH); Quilon District, K. Vivekananthan 66196 (CAL, MH). Tamil Nadu: Nilgiri District, N. Ayyappan & B.R. Ramesh BTWG 572 (HIFP herb. acc. no. 011785); Thai shola, N. Ayyappan & B.R. Ramesh BTWG 555 (HIFP herb. acc. no. 011784); T.R. Bazar shola, J.L. Ellis 34771 (MH); Upper Bhavani, B.V. Shetty 34151 (MH); Korakundha, B.V. Shetty 37712 (MH); Salem District, D.I. Arockiasamy 7577 (HIFP, RHT). — Litsea oleoides var. nigrescens. India. Kerala: Travan-core, T.F. Bourdillon 1141 (CAL), Ariyankavu, T.F. Bourdil-lon 998 (CAL herb. acc. no. 387726); Cannanore District, V.S. Ramachandran 63923 (CAL, MH); Idukki District, C.D. Ridsdale 152 (MH); Kanjiar, C.N. Mohanan 77987 (CAL, MH); Palghat District, N.C. Nair 36788 (CAL, MH); Mangayam–Karapara river side, N.C. Nair 69725 (CAL, 
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				MH). Tamil Nadu: Namakkal District, K.M. Matthew 49272 (RHT).
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				Fig. 1. Field image of Litsea oleoides var. nigre-scens (photo by Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Ben-galuru).
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				Appendix 1. Comparison of morphological characters of Litsea nigrescens and L. oleoides (see ‘Specimens exam-ined’).

					L. nigrescens	L. oleoides

				Phyllotaxy	alternate	opposite

				Leaves

				 shape	narrowly oblong to oblong-elliptic	oblong-elliptic to narrowly so

				 size (cm)	11–21 × 4–6.5	7–23 × 3–7

				 base	rounded, obtuse to acute	rounded, obtuse to acute or sometimes

					subtruncate

				 apex	rounded, obtuse, acute, apiculate	rounded, obtuse to acute

					to acuminate

				 texture	thinly coriaceous	thinly coriaceous

				 indumentum	glabrous	glabrous

				 lateral nerves	10–12 pairs	8–12 pairs

				Petiole length (mm)	10–30	10–20

				Inflorescences (umbels)	borne on 2.5–7 cm long branches,	borne on 2.5–6 cm long branches,

					in the axils of leaves and on branchlets	in the axils of leaves and on branchlets

				Peduncle length (mm)	3–6	3–7

				Involucral bracts	4	4

				Tepals	6	6

				Stamens	12	12

				Fruits	depressed globose or subglobose,	depressed globose, 2–2.5 cm in diameter

					2–2.5 cm in diameter

				Cupule subtending fruits	5–10 mm high, 10–20 mm in diameter	5–7 mm high, 10–15 mm in diameter

				Fruiting pedicel length (mm)	5–7	3–8
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Chakrabarty T., Kumar A. & Ghoshal P.P. 2025: Notes on the taxonomic status of Litsea nigre-
scens (Lauraceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici62: 35-37.

Litsea nigrescens Gamble is recognized and treated as a variety of L. oleoides (Meisn.)
Hook.f. It differs from L. oleoides only by having predominantly alternate leaves

which in the latter are opposite.

According to de Kok (2021), the genus Lifsea
(Lauraceae) comprises of about 350 species dis-
tributed in tropical Asia, Australia, the Western
Pacific, and North and Central America; how-
ever, POWO lists 397 accepted species (https:/
powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.
org:names:331725-2#children). Bhuinya and
Singh (2024) recognized 51 species for India.
During our ongoing studies on the Indian Litsea
we found that the peninsular Indian endemic 7.
nigrescens described by Gamble (1925: 1236) is
conspecific with L. oleoides (Hooker 1886: 175),
also endemic to peninsular India. However, L.
nigrescens differs from the typical L. oleoides by
the predominantly alternate leaves which in the
latter are opposite (Appendix 1). There is a case
of precedence in the Indo-Malesian species L. lan-
cifolia, wherein var. alternifolia was recognized
from the East Himalayas based on the alternate
leaves of the latter and the opposite leaves of
the former (Hooker 1886: 159). Hence it seems
appropriate to recognize L. nigrescens as a vari-
ety of L. oleoides based on this character. High
quality field images of the variety can found from
Robi and Udayan (2020).

Litsea oleoides (Meisn.) Hook f. var.
nigrescens (Gamble) Chakrab.,
Anand Kumar & Ghoshal, comb. & stat.
nov. (Fig. 1)

Litsea nigrescens Gamble, F1. Madras, Pt. 7, 1236. 1925. —
LectotypE (designated by Singh 2015: 283): India. Kerala,
Travancore hills, 1889 T.F. Bourdillon 48 (K000357614,
image!). SyNTYPEs: Same locality, without date, T'F. Bour-
dillon 998 (K000357613, image!; CAL, 4 sheets, without
barcodes!).

SPECIMENS EXAMINED: — Litsea oleoides var. oleoides.
India. Kerala: Idukki District, C.N. Mohanan 77970 (CAL,
MH); Palakkad District, E. Vajravelu 48945 (CAL, MH);
Quilon District, K. Vivekananthan 66196 (CAL, MH). Tamil
Nadu: Nilgiri District, N. Ayvappan & B.R. Ramesh BIWG
572 (HIFP herb. acc. no. 011785); Thai shola, N. Ayyappan
& B.R. Ramesh BTWG 555 (HIFP herb. acc. no. 011784);
T.R. Bazar shola, J.L. Ellis 34771 (MH); Upper Bhavani,
B.V. Shetty 34151 (MH); Korakundha, B.V. Shetty 37712
(MH); Salem District, D.I Arockiasamy 7577 (HIFP, RHT).
— Litsea oleoides var. nigrescens. India. Kerala: Travan-
core, I'F. Bourdillon 1141 (CAL), Ariyankavu, T.F. Bourdil-
lon 998 (CAL herb. acc. no. 387726); Cannanore District,
V.S. Ramachandran 63923 (CAL, MH); Idukki District,
C.D. Ridsdale 152 (MH); Kanjiar, C.N. Mohanan 77987
(CAL, MH); Palghat District, N.C. Nair 36788 (CAL, MH);
Mangayam—Karapara river side, N.C. Nair 69725 (CAL,
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