
		
			
				Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 31–33	eISSN 1797-2442

				Helsinki 10 February 2025	© Finnish Zoological and Botanical Publishing Board

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Adjustments to the nomenclature and typification of Dolichandrone falcata (Bignoniaceae)

				Ian M. Turner1,2

				1)	Singapore Botanical Liaison Officer, Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 3AB, UK (e-mail: i.turner@kew.org)

				2)	Singapore Botanic Gardens, National Parks Board, 1 Cluny Road, Singapore 259569, Singapore

				Received 6 Dec. 2024, final version received 6 Feb. 2025, accepted 6 Feb. 2025

				Turner I.M. 2025: Adjustments to the nomenclature and typification of Dolichandrone falcata (Big-noniaceae). — Ann. Bot. Fennici 62: 31–33.

				Dolichandrone falcata Seem. (Bignoniaceae) is shown to be the correct name for the tree species native to India. A lectotype is designated here.

			

		

		
			
				The scientific name for the tree species Doli-chandrone falcata, a native of India (Madhukar & Srivastava 2023), is generally treated as a combination based on Spathodea falcata Wall. ex DC. However, in the protologue for S. fal-cata, de Candolle (1845) cited the earlier names Bignonia spathacea L.f. (1782) and Spathodea rheedei Spreng. (1825) as synonyms. While de Candolle excluded the synonyms cited by Lin-naeus filius (Linné 1782), he did not exclude the name itself or its type, either explicitly or implic-itly. Spathodea falcata Wall. ex DC. is therefore an illegitimate name (Turland et al. 2018: Art. 52), as it represents a superfluous renaming of Bignonia spathacea L.f., which is the basionym of Dolichandrone spathacea (L.f.) K. Schum., the accepted name of a mostly coastal tree wide-spread in the Asia-Pacific region (Jackes 2017, Madhukar & Srivastava 2023).

				Fortunately, Seemann (1870), in publishing Dolichandrone falcata cited Spathodea falcata DC., but explicitly excluded the Linnaeus and Sprengel synonyms. Dolichandrone falcata Seem. is not therefore illegitimate. There do not appear to be any earlier synonyms to threaten the continued use of D. falcata Seem. as the cor-

			

		

		
			
				rect name for the species. A Russel specimen, cited by Seemann and annotated by him, is here selected as lectotype for the name.

				Dolichandrone falcata Seem.

				J. Bot. 8: 381. 1870. — Lectotype (designated here): India. Coromandel, 1788 Russel s.n. (BM014124082) (Fig. 1).

				Dolichandrone spathacea (L.f.) K. Schum.

				in Schumann & Hollrung, Fl. Kais. Wilh. Land: 123. 1899. — Bignonia spathacea L.f., Suppl. Pl.: 283. 1782. — Spath-odea falcata Wall. ex DC., Prodr. 9: 206. 1845, nom. illegit., superfl. — Lectotype (designated by Santisuk & Vidal 1985: 58): J.G. Koenig s.n. (LINN HS 1048.24).

				Heine (1976) effectively designated Rheede’s plate of ‘Nir-Pongelion’ as lectotype of Bigno-nia spathacea, but Linnaeus filius (Linné 1782) clearly included citation of a specimen collected by Koenig in the protologue. A syntype (or iso-syntype) has priority in lectotype designation over cited and uncited illustrations (Turland et al. 2018: Art. 9.12). Therefore the typification by Santisuk and Vidal (1985) is accepted here. They cited a 
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				Koenig specimen in LINN as type. There are two specimens of Bignonia spathacea in LINN, one in the Linnaean Herbarium (776.8) and one in the Smith Herbarium (1048.24). Only the specimen in the Smith Herbarium is labelled as a Koenig col-lection, so it is taken to be the lectotype.
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				Fig. 1. Image of the lecto-type of Dolichandrone fal-cata Seem; © The Natural History Museum, London; reproduced with permis-sion.
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Dolichandrone falcata Seem. (Bignoniaceae) is shown to be the correct name for the
tree species native to India. A lectotype is designated here.

The scientific name for the tree species Doli-
chandrone falcata, a native of India (Madhukar
& Srivastava 2023), is generally treated as a
combination based on Spathodea falcata Wall.
ex DC. However, in the protologue for S. fal-
cata, de Candolle (1845) cited the earlier names
Bignonia spathacea L.f. (1782) and Spathodea
rheedei Spreng. (1825) as synonyms. While de
Candolle excluded the synonyms cited by Lin-
naeus filius (Linné 1782), he did not exclude the
name itself or its type, either explicitly or implic-
itly. Spathodea falcata Wall. ex DC. is therefore
an illegitimate name (Turland ef al. 2018: Art.
52), as it represents a superfluous renaming of
Bignonia spathacea L.f., which is the basionym
of Dolichandrone spathacea (L.f.) K. Schum.,,
the accepted name of a mostly coastal tree wide-
spread in the Asia-Pacific region (Jackes 2017,
Madhukar & Srivastava 2023).

Fortunately, Seemann (1870), in publishing
Dolichandrone falcata cited Spathodea falcata
DC., but explicitly excluded the Linnaeus and
Sprengel synonyms. Dolichandrone falcata
Seem. is not therefore illegitimate. There do not
appear to be any earlier synonyms to threaten
the continued use of D. falcata Seem. as the cor-

rect name for the species. A Russel specimen,
cited by Seemann and annotated by him, is here
selected as lectotype for the name.

Dolichandrone falcata Seem.

J. Bot. 8: 381. 1870. — LectotypE (designated here): India.
Coromandel, 1788 Russel s.n. (BM014124082) (Fig. 1).

Dolichandrone spathacea (L.f.) K. Schum.

in Schumann & Hollrung, F1. Kais. Wilh. Land: 123. 1899.
— Bignonia spathacea L.f., Suppl. Pl.: 283. 1782. — Spath-
odea falcata Wall. ex DC., Prodr. 9: 206. 1845, nom. illegit.,
superfl. — LecToTYPE (designated by Santisuk & Vidal 1985:
58): J.G. Koenig s.n. (LINN HS 1048.24).

Heine (1976) effectively designated Rheede’s
plate of ‘Nir-Pongelion’ as lectotype of Bigno-
nia spathacea, but Linnaeus filius (Linné 1782)
clearly included citation of a specimen collected
by Koenig in the protologue. A syntype (or iso-
syntype) has priority in lectotype designation over
cited and uncited illustrations (Turland ef al. 2018:
Art. 9.12). Therefore the typification by Santisuk
and Vidal (1985) is accepted here. They cited a
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